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^^ALGIfclS .{APJ 'fr Aany commandos scattered* crowd paying Friday 

' ' outside ambiqBettat serve* ~fl* ft Mrion onfetemk fuadaine malms 
„ /targgttod. m .tfc yx-wccjc. state of emergency. About 50 commandos 
fcwhg a»»SftiTBe*4fdvtas rnffitaryvebieJes to the AI Sums mosque in 
---fee ^woridag^iasa-Biib Al Oued. aeigfabcwbood «s prayers were being 
c ori docted in^de. The vehicles scattered thousa n ds of pcopk praying in 
, fee istom-qttfffoc .tfagr.mPsgieT and maflyworehippCTs fled in panic, 
witnesses said. No injuries were reported. Tbc remaining worshippers 
v wOT erventiiaOy eaimed by mosque official- The military vehicles took up 
Vjnaipo(& J ocar. framed their wcapota on the 

! Mkonies; .. After • re ce ivi n g promises from mosque officials that no 
v dem o ffl ararittia would ftdkxw the prayeiv the soldiers retreated to 
. ./peagWjOttriM atrocts and aSowed the worship to continue. Premier 
meanwhile- announced rim wc would present two trills 
- before 4ho National AsseraWy; one to forte financial disclosures by 
; ; : : high-ranking officials and the other to combat lying by public figures. 
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Iraq acknowledges it possessed c supergnn’ 

UNUED NATIONS (AP) — Iraq has admitted that it had been building 

a " supergun" that Western intelligence agencies had suspected, diplomats 
said Friday. A Western diplomat showed a document that Iraq had filed 
with the U.N. Special Commission in charge of destroying Iraq's weapons 
of mass destruction. In the document, Iraq admitted having a gun barrel 
that was more than 53.5 metres long and had a barrel that was 350-ram 
wide. The diplomat said drat the Special Commission said the gun would 
have been too inaccurate to be used for conventional armaments. That 
raised the question as to whether the gun was intended for chemical, 
biological or nuclear use, he said on condition of anonymity. Iraq also 
disclosed it had other steel tubes for advanced artillery, including one 
intended to be used as pan of a 1,000-calibre gun. the official said. 
Western countries tud alleged last year that Iraq had been trying to build 
a “supergun" that would increase its artillery fire in the region. Parts for 
the alleged weapon were captured by customs authorities in Greece. 
Turkey and Britain. 
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casualties 
in fresh 
clashes 

-BAGHDAD f Agencies) — Kur- 
tfisb rebel leader Massoud Barza- 
ni said Friday about 100 people 
itad been killed or wounded in 
dashes tn northern Iraq after a 
mfciftufc rs taiHfih g atadiedpnnt 
between Peshmergz fighters and 
troops. 

Mr. Barzarri, in Baghdad to 
negotiate a pece and autonomy 
ag reement with the government, 
told reporters people opposed to 
any deal bad instigated the 
clashes in the towns ofSulahna- 
niya and Ertril, 

-Travellers from the ■ north 
spoke of at toast 30 dead and 
more than 100 wounded in the 
Kurdish administrative capital of 
Ertril alone and of coffins car- 
rying the bodies of soldiers re- 
turning from Sulahnairiya. 

“Yestetday there was a mis- 
understanding between some 
Pesbmergas and some soldiers in 
one of the checkpoints near 
Salaimaniya,” Kurdish Democra- 
tic Party (KDP). leader Barzani 
said. 

“It was not a problem between 
the .Kurdish Front . (umbrella 
group) and the .government,*', he 
added. 

“It was a misunderstanding 
fifci that some people tried to use 
it against us, to use it against the 
agreement, to use it against the 
negotiations/’ . 

. Mr. Barzazri, who is leading the 
talks for the Kurdisb Front eight- 
party alliance, said “about 100 
were kiBed and wounded” from 
both asides. .... . 

. He iind Peshmergas were now 
cooperating with the authorities 
and peace had been restored to 
Sulaimaniya. . . . 

Travellers from the north said 
Erbil, where the government 
administrative headquareters 
were set on -fire, was quiet. 

Pentagon and Bush administra- 
tion officials said Friday Iraq's 
army clashed with Kurds in the 
two northern cities but Baghdad 
does not appear to have violated 
a western warning against attack- 
ing Kurds. 

Defence Department spokes- 
man Pete WUHains said the fight- 
ing, which started with Kurdish 
demonstrations in .Erbil and 
3tdaimaniya, .appeared, to be 
over. He could not confirm a 
U.N. report in Geneva that therc 
were 500 casuto tie s. 

Mr. Williams told Reuters that 
no dashes occurred in a protec- 
tive security zone for Kurds near, 
the Turkish, border. 

LLS.-led coalition states have 
'warned the' Iraqi govern meat to 
keep its forces out of the “secur- 
ity zone,” where half a million 
Kurds are resettling after fleeing 
in the wake erf a failed rebellion. 

“The fighting does not appear 
to have violated coalition warn- 
ings riot to attack the Kurds,” 
said an administratioa official 
who . asked not to be identified. 

Mr. Williams would not go that 
f«r, bet said the clashes began 
with protests by: Kurds against 
food distribution and other prob- 
lems in northern Iraq. 

“It started as demonstrations 
by Kurds,” said Mr. Wiliams. He 
and other officials said the fight- 
ing (fid not appear to result from 
any sweep by Iraqi forces for 


Iraq has told the United Na- 
tions it was making a “controlled 
response” to die situation and 
assured U.N. officials it would 
not make reprisals, according to 
diplomats. 

Meanwhile, the- United Na- 
tions appealed to both sides for 
restraint and Kurdish rebel lead- 
ers were trying to calm the situa- 
tion, a U.N. offidal in Geneva 



3he fighting broke put in Ertril 
"Wednesday when a demonstra- 
tion- jagunst large hikes in food 
prices spun out of control and 
shooting erupted, said Sylvana 
Foa, ar spokeswoman for the 
U-N. High Commissioner for Re- 
office. 

with security forces 
I- to other areas, in- 

the largest 

oty m lraqi Kondstan with a 
popnlibon of 750,060, and Penj- 
wia. j 


Crown Prince, citing 
settlement, stresses 
need to achieve peace 

There will not be any territory to talk about if 
opportunity is not taken up by all parties 



AMMAN (J.T.) — There is an 
opportunity at hand for peace in 
the region that all parties in- 
volved in the Arab- Israeli conflict 
should take advantage oF. and if 
peace is not achieved this yey 
then the occupied territories will 
be “something unrecognisable" 
as a result of Israel’s settlement 
activities. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan said Fri- 
day. 

Interviewed on CBS Television 
one day after U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker began his fifth 
mission to the Middle East since 
March, the Crown Prince said 
Jordan was ready to carry out its 
role in the peace process, but 
such a role will never make up for 


Palestinian representation in the 
process. 

The Crown Prince also express- 
ed hope that Syria's acceptance of 
American compromise proposals 
would mean intense diplomatic 
activity in the peace process. 

Following are CBS questions 
and the Crown Prince’s answers: 
Question: The Syrians have given 
a clear signal of their willingness 
to participate, fs Jordan ready to 
send the same kind of signal? 
Answer: When we meet Secretary 
Baker I think that we will con- 
tinue the positive signals we have 
given all along. Yes indeed. Jor- 
dan will do its share in the peace 
process. We are expecting of 
course the Palestinians who are 


key players in this also to partici- 
pate and I think that the Syrian 
proposal will mean intense di- 
plomatic activity to see that 
realisation. 

Q: The Palestinians, the big 
question I guess, especially for 
the Jordanians, (is): Will you 
have to endorse a Palestinian 
presence at proposed peace nego- 
tiations that would include the 
PLO? 

A: It’s clearly up to the Palesti- 
nians to choose their own repre- 
sentatives. They are the issue as 
far as the people under occupa- 
tion are concerned and as His 
Majesty (King Hussein) said to 
Time magazine the other day no 
amount of pontificating from out- 


side the region will bring peace. It 
is the people directly concerned 
who have to choose their repre- 
sentatives. I think the way is 
dearly open for there. 

Q: There is widespread support 
however still for the PLO, espe- 
cially in your country. Will you be 
able to refuse their presence at a 
proposed peace negotiation? 

A: You know when Secretary 
Baker and others visited the re- 
gion in the past they met with 
activists in the occupied territor- 
ies and I think the contacts with 
the PLO are very dearly under- 
stood by all concerned, including 


(Cootiaued on page 5) 


Israeli 
soldier 
killed 
in Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A .taxi driven by a 
resident of the occupied Gaza 
Strip ran into a group of hitch- 
hiking soktiers Friday, killing one 
and wounding another. 

Police said the inrident at the 
Nitzanim junction north of the 
Israeli dty.of Ashkelon may have 
been a deliberate attack. 

“The cab strayed from its lane, 
hit the soldiers and continued 
north/* the spokesman said. The 
second soldier was slightly 
wounded and given treatment on 
the spot- 

police said they knew the 
identity of the driver and were 
searching for him. Israel Radio 
said they were using helicopters. 

Israeli forces shot to death an 
armed Palestinian in the occupied 
West Bank town of Jenin, the 
army said Thursday. 


Egypt suggests reciprocal ends 
to settlement and Arab boycott 

Baker upbeat after talks in Syria, but 
Israeli leaders rule out early agreement 


ALEXANDRIA (Agencies) — 
President Hosni Mubarak prop- 
osed Friday that Israel stop build- 
ing settlements in the occupied 
territories in exchange for an end 
to Arab boycotts of the Jewish 
state. 

Such reciprocal steps to build 
confidence between the tradition- 
al enemies would spur along the 
search for peace in the Middle 
East the United States is leading. 
Mr. Mubarak said. 

At his side, U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker endorsed the 
idea, similar to one suggested this 
week by leaders of the seven 
main industrial democracies but 
criticised by Israel. 

Mr. Mubarak. Mr. Baker and 
Amr Musa. Egypt's foreign 
minister, spoke with journalists 
after two hours of meetings. Mr. 
.Baker arrived earlier in the day 
from Syria, where he announced 
the acquiescence of President 


Hafez Al Assad in a ui>. plan to 
organise a regional peace confer- 
ence. 

“What worries me is the build- 
ing of new settlements in occu- 
pied territories," Mr. Mubarak 
said. 

“I think and I believe if Israel 
could suspend building settle- 
ments in the occupied territories, 
I believe the Arab states should 
take reciprocal steps by suspend- 
ing the boycotting. These steps 
could take us away much more 
progress in the peace process.” 

Mr. Baker gave his hacking to 
Mr. Mubarak's call for the 
mutual confidence-building mea- 
sures, an idea proposed by the 
Group of Seven in London this 
.week. 

“If steps like that could be 
taken.. .the mutual desire to im- 
prove the climate for negotiations 
between Israel and her Arab 
neighbours are a follow-up objec- 


tive of the peace conference that 
we have been seeking to 
arrange.” he said. 

“Negotiations, of course, be- 
tween Israel and her Arab neigh- 
bours, and between Israel and the 
Palestinians, which are the 
follow-on objective of the peace 
conference we’ve been seeking to 
arrange-” 

Egypt already has endorsed the 
U.S. effort, for a peace confer- 
ence to be sponsored by the 
Lfoited States and the Soviet Un- 
ion. After one session, it would 
be dissolved into bilateral nego- 
tiations between Israeli delega- 
tions and separate Arab groups, 
one of which would include 
Palestinians. 

Syria had wanted a conference 
under auspices of the United 
Nations. It accepted a U.N. rep- 
resentative who could only take 

( C o ntfwrd cm page 5) 


U.N. team leaves Iraq with Iraqi pledge, data 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — A 
U.N. team hunting for evidence 
of a nuclear weapons programme 
left Firday with a pledge that Iraq 
bad revealed all its midear sec- 
rets and a mound of data to rift 
through. 

The team, whose findings are 
fikely to have a crucial bearing on 
U.N. threats to attack Iraq, will 
debrief in Vienna Tuesday — two 
days before a July 25 deadline for 
full disclosure. 

“I was sent here to verity an 
Iraqi declaration.” team leader 
Dimitri Perricos told reporters as 
he left his hotel. The verification 
has been made, the data has been 
collected. It will be assessed and 
passed on to fee Security Coun- 
cil.” 

Mr. Perricos told journalists 
late Thursday that he expected 
the team’s report to be ready by 
the end of next week. 

Iraq, which must declare and 


scrap its weapons of mass des- 
truction under the terms of the 
Gulf war ceasefire, initially con- 
cealed evidence of uranium en- 
richment programme. 

Under pressure from Washing- 
ton and the Security Council it 
admitted such a programme ex- 
isted but said it was for peaceful 
scientific research and that it had 
only succeeded in producing half 
a kjlomgramme of slightly en- 
riched uranium. 

The five permanent members 
of the Security Council, uncon- 
vinced, gave it until July 25 to tell 
a fl — a deadline reinforced by a 
U.S. threat to attack. 

Iraq gave Mr. Perricos a formal 
pledge Thursday that it had re- 
vealed all there was to know 
about its nuclear secrets. 

“We have got the pledges from 
the Internationa] Atomic Energy 
Commission, (IAEA) beads,” 
Mr. Perricos said, adding that 


Iraq had been cooperative in 
providing information. 

“I think that we have made 
enough progress ... enough to be 
able to go back and say I have 
enough data to evaluate to try to 
see what is happening.” 

The Vienna-based IAEA 
Thursday condemned Iraq for 
clandestinely producing enriched 
uranium, and said it was unclear 
if all facilities 'for enriching the 
nuclear substance had been de- 
tected. 

After a special meeting, the 
IAEA board of governors de- 
clared that Iraq had violated an 
agreement with the agency “by 
not submitting nuclear material 
and relevant facilities in its ura- 
nium enrichment programme” 
for inspection. 

It was the first time that a party 
to the 1969 nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty bad been 
condemned by the IAEA for 


concealing such a programme. 
The Vienna-based U.N. agency 
was transmitting its conclusions 
to the Security Council. 

IAEA Director General Hans 
Blix told reporters that “theoreti- 
cally” Iraq’s membership in the 
organisation could be suspended, 
but that so far there had been no 
such proposal. 

He said his agency had already 
suspended its technical assistance 
to Iraq. 

Mr. Blix said that, based on 
what the U.N. team in Iraq has 
been able to inspect, Iraq no 
longer has the capacity to pro- 
duce enriched uranium. But he 
added feat he could not say if 
there were sites the team had not 
inspected. 

He added the Iraqis had de- 
clared they possess about half a 
kilogramme of low-enriched 

(Cootfaaed on page 5) 


SLA besieges Jezzine with ultimatum to army 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Israeli- 
backed militiamen have surrounded 
an army garrison in the town of 
town in Sooth Lebanon and have 
ordered its 500 troops to leave, a 
radio station reported. 

The action, reported by the Voice 
of Lebanon radio, could create tbc 
first confrontation between the 
Israeli-fioasced South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia and the 
Lebanese army, which has been 
trying to reassert government author- 
ity in tbc country’s south. 

Voice of Lebanon said the move 
indicates brad does not intend to 
idmquisb Jezxme or the zone it con- 
trols farther south as a buffer against 
cross-border guerrilla raids on north- 
ern Israel. 

Neither fee Israeli army nor the 
Lfhartwie army command had any 
imme diate comment on the report. 

The report came a day after three 


Israeli sokfiera were killed in a dash 
with Lebanese guerrillas. The deaths 
prompted Israeli warplanes to twice 
bomb targets of Hizbollab in Sooth 
Lebanon Wednesday. 

The ground dash was tbc most 
serious involving Israeli troops this 
year. The air strikes were the fust 
since fee Lebanese army began de- 
ploying in the region July 1. 

Jezzine, the largest town m fee 
region with a population of 30,000, is 
technically outside fee Israeii-hcld 
zone, but Israel has suppported fee 
SLA’s control of the town. 

The SLA, which polices the (1,100- 
sqaare-kiknncoe) beffer zone wife 
1.500 Israeli sokfiera, allowed fee 
army’s aB-Chrisfem battalion 96 to 
base in Jezzine tn 1986. 

The 3,000-stroog SLA was at fee 
time fighting a guerrilla war wife 
leftist and MusSm militias allied wife 
fee Palestine Liberation Org anis a tio n 


(PLO) around the provincial capital 
of Sidon to the west. 

BattaHoo 96 stayed on the sidelines 
during the five-year hostilities, keep- 
ing within its barracks in Jezzine and 
positions in the neighbouring villages 
of Roum, Bislaya, Talks. Rnxnmaneh 
and Radar. 

Voice of Lebanon said SLA militia- 
men laid siege to battalion 96 in 
Jezzine and the four villages at noon 
(0900 GMT) Thursday and told its 
commander. Major N kolas Mb her, 
to leave wife his troops in 48 hours. 

The SLA commander, Antoine 
Lahd, has said in fee past feat fee 
Christian army brigade followed his 
orders though it was under the admi- 
nistrative control of Beirut. 

But the radio quoted fee mflias’s 
Jezzine commander, Raymond Abu 
Murad, as saying General Lahd no 
longer wants the army sokfiera in the 
region. 


The move, the radio said, was a 
dear message to dissuade President 
Elias Hrawi from sending other army 
troops into Jezzine to bring it under 
government control. 

The PLO vowed Friday to join in 
attacks against Israeli forces unless 
they withdrew from South Lebanon. 

Salah Saiah, an envoy from PLO 
headquarters u Tunis, praised Hiz- 
boildh for a recent wave of guerrilla 
raids against Israeli troops and their 
client SLA militia. 

“We will continue armed struggle 
end mount major operations through 
fee Lebanese national and Islamic 
resistance if fee enemy continues 
occupying the south and Jezzine," he 
told a news conference. 

The Lebanese National Resistance 
is a coalition of leftist and Syrian- 
backed groups. Islamic Resistance is 
a guerrilla alliance of fundamentalist 
movements led by HizboOah. 


Political pluralism, economy 
are priorities for government 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Having secured the 
confidence of the legislative au- 
thority, the priorities of Prime 
Minister Taher Masri’s govern- 
ment will be accelerating the 
work of the executive authority to 
build political pluralism and 
democracy and address the eco- 
nomic problems of the country, 
cabinet minister said Friday. 

“Democracy and public free- 
doms are already established 
principles in the Kingdom and the 
government will work on erasing 
every legislation which contradicts 
with this fact,” said Alt Suheimat, 
deputy prime minister and minis- 
ter of transport and telecom- 
munications. 


Speaking the the Jordan Times 
Friday, one day after the govern- 
ment won a vote of confidence 
from the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, Mr. Suheimat said the gov- 
ernment recognises the import- 
ance of achieving a state of Arab 
unity but sees the “building of 
Jordan as healthy state as a pre- 
condition to this higher objec- 
tive.” 

The cabinet will live up to the 
promises made in its policy state- 
ment to Parliament as well as the 
explanations given by Prime 
Minister Masri in the Lower 
House Thursday, he said. “The 
focus of the cabinet will be to 
membership and none of the 
founding members is convicted of 
felony. 

On the economic front, Mr. 


Suheimat said: “We are still 
working with the budget of the 
former government. We have to 
prepare a new budget that would 
translate (the policy statement) to 
reality in practical terms,” said 
the deputy prime minister. 

Within a week, the government 
is expected to present the final 
form of a new draft law on 
political parties and press and 
publications to Parliament and 
amending existing legislation to 
erase “contradictions with the 
spirit and practice of democra- 
cy,” Mr. Suheimat said. 

The law on political parties will 
clear the way for legalisation of 
political groups as long as each 
has a predetermined minimum 

(Continued on page 5) 


Confidence vote — another step 
in Jordan’s democratic march 

By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 


AMMAN — Jordan’s budding 
democracy has taken another ma- 
jor step forward with the fonnal 
endorsement by Parliament of 
the government of Prime Minis- 
ter Taher Masri, ending four 
weeks of hectic political bickering 
and uncertainty. 

The vote of confidence in the 
Lower House of Parliament 
Thursday capped three days of 
intense debate during which de- 
puties varyingly criticised and 
supported the government policy 
presented to them a week earlier, 
issued demands and. in some 
cases, levelled outright attacks 
against the cabinet beaded by Mr. 
Masri. 

The biggest test Mr. Masri 


freed was whether any substantial 
number of deputies would be 
swayed by the 23-member Mus- 
lim Brotherhood, which put up a 
strong opposition to the govern- 
ment after refusing to join it. The 
Brotherhood needed 18 addition- 
al votes to its own to have a 
majority in the 80-member Lower 
House and deny the government 
a vote of confidence. 


session (Mr. Gammo is visiting 
the Soviet Union). 

A split-up of the votes showed 
that Mr. Masri secured: 

— All 17 votes of his own 
National Bloc; 

(Nayef Hadid, Mohammad Aii 
Dardour, Suleiman Arar, 
Qaseem O be id at, Samir Kawar, 
Abdullah Zureiqat, Ziyad 
Shweikh, Hisham Sharari, Abdul 


See page 4 for Prime Minister Taher Masri’s speech to the Lower 
House Thursday 


When it came to voting on 
Thursday, however, 47 deputies 
voted in favour of the govern- 
ment and 31 against. One deputy 

— Yousef Mbeideen from Karak 

— abstained, and another. Abdul 
Baqi Gammo, did not attend the 


Karim Kabariti. Salameh Qweiri, 
Nawwaf Khawaldeh. Saad Hael 
Srour, Mohammd Al Zaben, 
Faisal Ben Jazi, Nader Dheirat, 
Abduallh Ensour and Mr. Masri 

(Continued on page 5) 


FAO: Iraq 
faces famine 

ROME (R) — Iraq could face 
famine unless it is allowed to buy 
billions of dollars’s worth of food, 
the United Nations said Friday. 

Edouard Saouma, director 
general of the U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Agency (FAO), said 
Iraq was threatened by “a wide- 
spread and acute food crisis 
which (could) gradually cause 
massive starvation throughout 
the country.” 

“Suitable arrangements should 
be urgently worked out to enable 
Iraq to finance the purchase of its 
food imports for 1991-2 estimated 
at a cost of $2.64 billion,” be said 
in a statement. 

The agency also called for in- 
ternational contributions of $500 
million to make up for critical 
shortages of seeds, fertilizers and 
insecticides which it said could 
jeopardise next season's harvest. 

The U.N. is searching for ways 
to let Baghdad earn enough to 
pay for food imports without 
undermining sanctions imposed 
by the Security Council after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait last August. 

The Group of Seven industrial 
nations pledged Tuesday to keep 
the trade ban until Iraq imple- 
ments all relevant U.N. resolu- 
tions. 

But the Security Council’s 
Sanctions Committee is expected 
Monday to consider a proposal by 
U.N. Gulf representative Prince 
Sadniddin Aga Khan to allow the 
world body to supervise limited 
sales of Iraqi oil to pay for food 
imports. 

Humanitarian imports are ex- 
empt from the embargo, and both 
the U.S. and Britain have indi- 
cated they would permit limited 
oil exports to flow if revenues 
were kept under U.N. control. 

Iraq Thursday told a U.N. hu- 
man rights panel that hundreds of 
children had died because of 
shortages of milk and vaccines 
caused by the embargo. 

The Rcme-based FAO said an 
agricultural survey conducted this 
month found the country was 
dangerously short of food. 

It estimated Iraq's 1991 grain 
harvest at 1.25 million tonnes, 
only a third as larfee as last year’s 
and said livestock and poultry 
supplies had also been severely 
cut. 

Food prices are soaring, it said. 
The price of wheat flour has. 
increased 48-fold since sanctions 
were imposed, of rice 22 times 
and vegetable oil 20. 


Non-Co mmunis t could lead 
Soviet Union — Gorbachev 


LONDON (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev sug- 
gested Friday it was possible for a 
non -Communist to lead the 
Soviet Union but said his party 
would still retain its influence 
throughout the country. 

Mr. Gorbachev, in an inter- 
view broadcast by Britain’s Inde- 
pendent Television News (ITN). 
also said his perestroika reforms 
should have been started earlier 
and conceded he had sometimes 
acted “too rashly” in jettisoning 
old structures. 

The Soviet leader, speaking 
after his meeting with leaders of 
the world’s seven richest demo- 
cracies, appeared to acknowledge 
that free elections could put a 
non-Communisr in the country's 
top post for the first time since 
the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution. 

Asked if he thought it was 
possible there might one day be a 


non-Communist president, he 
said: “Some non-Communists 
have been elected presidents, but 
in most cases these are former 
Communists, so that some part of 
them remains that.” 

“We are creating free elections 
and they are providing a safe- 
guard for our society,” he said. 

Mr. Gorbachev's six years of 
perestroika reforms have greatly 
diminished the role of the Soviet 
Communist Party, putting the 
country’s affairs under the con- 
trol of democratised state institu- 
tions instead of the party polit- 
buro. 

Non-Communists have been 
elected to top positions, notably 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
and the mayors of Moscow and 
Leningrad. All three are former 
Communists but back radical 
change in Soviet society. 


Yugoslav army to leave 
Slovenia ill three months 


BELGRADE (Agencies) — 
Yugoslavia's presidency has de- 
cided to withdraw the federal 
army from Slovenia within three 
months, apparently removing the 
main impediment to the repub- 
lic’s independence drive but put- 
ting further pressure on seces- 
sionist Croatia. 

The decision also is a victory 
for Serbia, which said it would 
not object to Slovenia's secession 
if Croatia were kept within the 
Yugoslav federation. 

The -pullout will start im- 
mediately, said Borisav Jovic, 
Serbia’s representative on die 
eight-member presidency, which 
comprises representatives from 
each of the six republics and two 
provinces. 

“The Yugoslav army should 
not be stationed in those parts of 
the country where it is considered 


an occupation force,” he told 
Belgrade Television. “We think 
that by this move we have made a 
significant step towards the 
peaceful solution of the Yugoslav 
crisis.’* 

Janez Dmovsek. Slovenia's 
representative on the presidency 
said on Slovenian Television: 
“This is a historic derision for 
Slovenia.” 

It was not immediately dear 
whether die army would follow 
the directive. The presidency is 
the nominal supreme commander 
of the federal military, but the 
army has largely ignored orders 
from above in secessionist crisis. 

The army's officer corps is 
dominated by Serbs, who are 
long-time ethnic foes of Croats. 
Serbia resists Croatia’s secession 
because large number of ethnic 
Serbs live m that republic. 


Dr. Hassan Darwish 


Genera! Surgery Specialist- - Bashir Hospital (formerly) 
Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons (FRCS) 

announces the opening of his clinic at Jabai Hussein, 
Firas Circle intersection, De La Salle College downhill, Al 
Fairouzah Centre Building. 

Clinic telephone: 655648, residence tel. 680390. 





kidnappers demand release 
if Hamadls, warn Germany 


BEIRUT (AP) — Kidnappers of 
American hostages have deman- 
ded the release of two Lebanese 
brothers held in German jails, 
warning of "grave consequences’* 
if their demands are not met. 

In a statement Thursday. Isla- 
mic Jihad group r in Beirut in- 
directly threatened German in- 
terests unless Mohammad Ali 
Hamadi and his brother Abbas 
were freed. 

The group also issued a photo 
of American hostage Terry 
Anderson, raising questions ab- 
out his safety. Mr. Anderson, 43, 
the longest-held among the 13 
Westerners believed held in 
Lebanon, was kidnapped more 
than six years ago. 

In Washington, the State De- 
partment had no immediate com- 
ment on the kidnappers’ state- 
ment. But privately, an official 
said it was "obscene" to make 
any connection between Mr. 
Anderson and the Hamadi 
brothers. 

The official called Mr. Ander- 
son's detention “unlawful and 
barbaric" while pointing out the 
Hamadi brothers have been con- 
victed under German law. 

The kidnappers' statement 
came one day after the German 
supreme court upheld the murder 
conviction of Mohammad Ali 
Hamadi. He is serving a life 
sentence of the slaying of U.S. 
sailor Robert Stethem during the 
June 1985 hijacking of a TWA 
airliner. 

The statement also came three 
days after Mr. Hamadi's brother 
Abbas was stabbed in a prison in 
Saarland State. German police 
said he suffered minor wounds. 

Abbas Hamadi, 31, was con- 


victed in April 1988 and sent- 
enced to 13 years in prison by a 
Duesseldorf court for kidnapping 
two Germans in Lebanon in an 
attempt to gain freedom for his 
brother. The two Germans were 
later released. 

A German Justice Department 
spokesman, Matthias Weckerl- 
ing, dismissed the kidnappers* 
claims that the Hamadi brothers 
are being tortured. 

Willi Fundermann, spokesman 
for Germany’s federal criminal 
police, said Friday the only threat 
the government has seen is as 
reported in this morning's news- 
papers, nothing direct. 

"But the government is taking 
measures, of course, against 
those threats,*’ Mr. Fundermann 
said. “We would not talk about 
these measures.” 

In Damascus, Secretary of 
State James Baker said he had 
discussed the subject of hostage- 
taking generally with Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez A1 Assad in their 2 Vi 
hour meeting Thursday. 

Mr. Baker said he was unaware 
of any of the details accompany- 
ing the release of the photograph 
of Mr Anderson, but added that 
if there was a settlement of the 
Arab-Israeli dispute, “I can't 
help but think that would move 
us away from hostage- taking.’* 

Mr. Anderson, chief Middle 
East correspondent of the Associ- 
ated Press, was, seized in Beirut 
on March 16, 1985. 

The black-and-white photo- 
graph of Mr. Anderson showed 
him from the chest up, wearing 
what appeared to be a roll-neck 
sweater over a T-shirt. He had a 
beard and was looking up and 
slightly away from the camera. 


He was not wearing eyeglasses. 

The Arabic-language state- 
mem, delivered to a Western news 
agency in Beirut, made no mea? 
tion of Mr. Anderson, or Thomas 
Sutherland, another American 
the group claims to hold. 

It said: "The continuation of 
the maltreatment of our strug- 
gling brothers will have grave 
consequences. 

“It is imperative that action be 
taken at once to preserve their 
lives and release them im- 
mediately.*' 

The statement accused Ger- 
many of subjecting the Hamadis 
to “deliberate murder attempts in 
addition to various forms of 
physical and mental torture.” 

The statement also accused the 
United States of “persecuting our 
oppressed brothers" and said the 
United States would “bear the 
responsibility for all its black 
crimes.” 

This was the first statement 
from Islamic Jihad since Novem- 
ber 1988, when the group accused 
former U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan of prolonging the plight 
of the Western hostages. 

The new statement repeated 
the Hamadi family's accusations, 
made in Beirut Tuesday, that the 
German government was trying 
to kill the prisoners “without 
leaving incriminating evidence.” 

The eldest brother, Abdul 
Hadi Hamadi. heads the security 
apparatus of the fundamentalist 
Hizboilah. 



Judge refutes panel’s 
report on Oct. 8 killings SE 


MEDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 
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Bombs hurled in Istanbul ahead of Bush 


King Hassan 


King Hassan 
takes rest 


Hizboilah is believed to be the 
parent organisation for under- 
ground factions holding most of 
the 13 Westerners missing in 
Lebanon. 


Thai accused Cheney: Bush serious 
of killing about no bomb for Iraq 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 

de, ? t 9, eor S e Bush is “ deadI y 

lllllCCI senous about preventing Iraq 

A from acquiring a nuclear weapon 

BANGKOK (AP) — The Bang- ev . e . n if il a new round of 
kok criminal court Friday dismis- m,l,ta 0' strikes. Defence Secret- 
sed murder charges against a Thai ai lL? l i Chene y said Thursday, 

man accused of killing two Saudi A _ The blunt comments from Mr. 
Arabian diplomats in the capital echoed by other officials 

last year. on yapitol Hill, indicated the 

The court ruled there was con- administration's patience was 
flirting evidence putting Suchart weann g thin over what Washing- 
Harabi at the scene of the Feb. 1 [on sees as Iraq's defiance of 
1990, slayings. Also, a witness Natl °ns requirements, 

had testified that on that day. Mr. . . simply cannot afford a 

Suchart bad cashed a postal slt , ua tion in which Saddam Hus- 
money order at the post office in in act I uires 3 nuclear weapon." 
Pattani, 750 kilometres south of ,h . e J wcretary said in an interview 
Bangkok. w,lh the Associated Press. 

While ruling that Mr. Suchart Iraq must provide a full 
was innocent in the deaths of the accounting of its nuclear, chemic- 

two diplomats, it ordered he be “ and ^oiogical weapons and 

detained pending any appeal bv ** 1,1,11 international inspectors 

the prosecution. access to any site they wish to see. 

Mr. Suchart was arrested in secretary said. 

• Pattani March 22 of last year and , And " ,l do «not, "we... 
charged in the murders of Fahd aJways . bave ^ “Inmate sanc- 

A.Z. AI Bahli and Ahmad A A! tl °"' m,Iltar y capability, if we are 

Saif. called upon to use it,” Mr. 

Mr. Bahli. a second secretary, C^ney said, 
was gunned dowi; ‘while getting Asked about new reports that 
out of a car in from of his the allied bombing strikes had - 
residence about a kilometre from destroyed Iraq’s uranium enrich- 
ttje Saudi embassy m Bangkok, ment installations after all, the 
iT : i ■ - a " attache was shot defence secretary said he was 
while sitting in the driver's seat of getting conflicting reports and 
t " e A car - wanted to check the latest U.N. 

_ A I" 1 «T d ^ audl diplomat, inspectors' finding 'with our own 
Second Secretary Abdullah Al sources of information ” 

Besn, was shot to death by At the State Department, de- 
another gunman about five mi- puty spokesman Richard 
nutes earlier m his apartment Boucher noted that a third in- 
some two kilometres from the speciion team of the U.N.'s In ter- 
embassy. national Atomic Energy Agency 

All three diplomats worked in (IAEA) had not yet retorted 
the embassy s consular section, from Iraq, but added, "based on 


which processes visas for the 
thousands of Thais seeking work 
in Saudi Arabia. 

About 150.000 Thais were 
working in Saudi Arabia at the 
time. The Saudi government 
stopped processing worker visa 
applications as a result of the 
three murders and that of a 
fourth Saudi diplomat, third 
Secretary Abdullah Al MaJiki. in 
Thailand a year earlier. 


Iraq s previous efforts to conceal 
its nuclear programme and the 
lies Iraq has made to the United 
Nations, we are sceptical that 
Iraq's latest declaration is com- 
plete." 

A decision to attack Iraq is up 
to Mr. Bush, "but there shouldn’t 
be any doubt in Saddam Hus- 
sein's mind that we're deadly 
serious about his coming into 
compliance with those U.N. 


Security Council resolutions," 
Mr. Cheney said. 

The United States has "signifi- 
cant capabilities" still in the re- 
gion in the event Mr. Bush should 
turn to military action, Mr. 
Cheney said. 

The aircraft carrier USS For- 
restal is in the Mediterranean, 
while the carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln remains in the Gulf. 
Marine amphibious units are also 
in the region, as well as U.S. 
elements of the allied strike force 
being formed in Turkey, the 
secretary pointed out. 

The secretary repeated asser- 
tions that even though the United 
States did enormous damage to 
Iraq's nuclear programme, Iraq 
must "give up (its) effort to de- 
velop a nuclear weapon." 

The U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations, Thomas Picker- 
ing, noted that the U.N. Security 
Council has given Iraq until July 
25 to provide a full accounting of 
its nuclear, chemical and biolo- 
gical weapons and to permit U.N. 
inspectors access to any site they 
wish to see. 

"Iraq must not miscalculate a 
second time." Mr. Pickering said. 
"Its pattern of reckless defiance 
of the expressed will of the inter- 
national communilv Is intoler- 
able.” 

In addition to Iraq's “failure" 
to come clean on its nuclear 
weapons programme, the United 
Nations has evidence that a large 
number of ballistic missiles, many 
more than the 61 destroyed since 
the war’s end. remain un- 
accounted for. Mr. Pickering 
said. 

Two congressmen supported 
the idea of military action against 
Iraq. 

"It seems to me we eventually 
to have a confrontation, and the 
sooner the better.” said Rep. 
Doug Bereuter, a Nebraska Re- 
publican. 

"Frankly. I think we've ex- 
ceeded that point" where a con- 
frontation is called for, added 
Rep. Mel Levine, a California 
Democrat. 


RABAT (R) — Morocco's King 
Hassan has been advised by his 
doctors to take a rest to recover 
from fatigue caused by overwork. 

A palace statement said: “Be- 
cause of the intensity of the 
sovereign's domestic activities, 
together with his concern ... with 
the situation on the international 
scene for several months, the 
king has decided to accept the 
advice of his physicians and take 
a period of rest.** 

The statement did not say for 
how long the king, who is 62, 
would rest. He attended numer- 
i ous festivities marking his birth- 
[ day earlier this month. I 
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Political truce 
King Hassan has called for a 
political truce to forge national 
unity before the United Nations 
holds a referendum on the fate of 
Western Sahara, party leaders 
said. 

The referendum early next 
year will give voters in the former 
Spanish colony a choice between 
independence, as demanded by 
Polisan'o guerrillas, or integraton 
with Morocco. 

The king Sunday told leaders 
of six pro-government and 
opposition parties he expected 
the “pact between the people and 
the king" would be honoured 
until the referendum was held, a 
party leader who declined to be 
named told Reuters. 

All parties support Morocco's 
claim to the phosphate-rich terri- 
tory. Political analysts said they 
were expected to soft-pedal critic- 
ism on domestic issues in re- 
sponse to the king's request. 

The parties observed a virtual 
political truce after King Hassan 
sent 350,000 unarmed Moroccans 
I marching into Western Sahara in 
1975 to oblige Spain to evacuate 
it. 

The truce held during the en- 
suing war with the* Polisario but 
began to collapse after both sides 
'accepted a U.N. peace plan in 
August 1989. There has been 
virtually no fighting since Novem- 
ber that year. 

Opposition parties and trade 
unions increased criticism of the 
centrist government and strikes 
became more frequent. 

One party ‘leader said that at 
the meeting the king discussed 
"strategy for the referendum 
which will put the seal of interna- 
tional legality on Moroccan 
occupation.” 

The main opposition parties, 
the Socialist Union of People’s 
Forces and the old-guard Istiqlal. 
have called for a special session of 
parliament to prepare Morocco 
for the referendum. 

Istiqlal said it would also hold 
mass meetings in the next three 
months "to mobilise the Moroc- 
can people with a view to preserv- 
ing territorial integrity." 

In its daily L'Opinion. Istiqlal 
said the U.N. referendum had 
been “overtaken by events and 
was no longer pertinent.” 

Istiqlal frequently affirms that 
Western Sahara is already part of 
Morocco and the referendum will 
only confirm this. f 


TEL AVIV (AP) — An Israeli 
judge has challenged the findings 
of a government-appointed probe 
of the Oct. 8 massacre of Palesti- 
nians in Arab Jerusalem, saying 
some policemen fired needlessly 
during the melee that killed at 
least 18 Palestinians. 

But he ruled against putting 
policemen on trial for negligence 
or causing death, saying he lack- 
ed ballistic evidence. 

Magistrate Ezra Kama’s 54 
page report was the most compre- 
hensive Israeli account to date of 
Oct. 8 massacre at the Harem Al 
Sahrif. 

He suggested the tragedy stem- 
med from a "trivial incident” — 
plans by Jewish zealots to 
worship in the compound — and 
that the violence was set off by a 
stray teargas canister. He accused 
both Israelis and Palestinians of 
ignoring signals that could have 
prevented the blood-bath. 

A government-appointed com- 
mission under former Mossad spy 
chief Zvi Zamir exonerated 
police of wrongful shootings in a 
report published Oct. 26. 

At the same time, police asked 
Mr. Kama to conduct a separate 
case-by-case inquest of the 
slayings. Mr. Kama's eight- 
month inquiry heard testimony 
from more than 100 policemen, 
wounded Jews and Palestinians, 
doctors and other witnesses. 

Many of Mr. Kama's findings 
clash with the Zamir report. 

The Zamir report said the inci- 
dent began when Muslim 
preachers made "violent and 
threatening calls,” and that 
“many in the incited, rioting mob 
threw stones and metal objects 
from a very short range, some 
even wielding knives." 

It said police “were caught in a 
life-threatening situation’* 
through most of the 40-minute 
confrontation. 

Mr. Kama disputed this with 
dramatic accounts of police firing 
on stone-throwers from five 
metres. 


“Not at every point in the 
events did police act as a result of 
facing a real threat to their lives,” 
Mr. Kama wrote in conclusions 
he read out in court. “The be- 
haviour of certain policemen de- 
viated from the realm of reason- 
able need to use live gunfire on 
fire rubber bullets." 

Some gunfire was justified, he 
said, but some policemen opened 
fire on “personal initiatives,” 
without orders. 


Police commander Ezra Zion 
gave "conflicting versions” about 
pistol shots he fired through a 
compound gate after police bad 
retreated, Mr. Kama said. 

“It is doubtful whether there 
was any need for gunfire from 
Zion’s pistol, or whether he faced 
600 to 700 rioteis,” Mr. Kama 
added. 

In another case, Mr. Kama 
suggested a police officer fired 
more bullets than be claimed. He 
quoted another policeman as 
saying he "never succeeded in 
sending any of his bullets to their 
address.” 

Mr. Kama said he found no 
evidence that Palestinians had 1 
axes and knives, despite repeated l 
police claims they were 
threatened by such weapons. 

The judge said the atmosphere 
was tense from the outset, with 
police ranged against crowds of 
Palestinians who were occasional- 
ly throwing stones. 

Then a teargas canister was 
accidentally dropped or fired, 
and was kicked away towards a 
group of Muslim women. They 
began screaming, and the mob 
advanced on the police, Mr. 
Kama wrote. 

He said a Muslim clerical offi- 
cial, Jamal Al Rifai, tried to calm 
the stone-throwers. 

Mr. Kama said both sides 
allowed the “trivial incident,” in- 
volving Jewish zealots called the 
Temple Mount Faithful, to get 
out of hand. 


KUWAIT (R) - The army of 
Asians whose mass exodus stirred 
rhe world’s conscience at the start 
of the Gulf crisis is trickling back 
to Kuwait to the menial jobs they 
held before the Iraqi invasion. 

The labour of the Indians, 
Bangladeshis, Sri Lankans and 
Filipinos oiled the wheels of the 
comfortable Kuwaiti lifestyle. 

Most are street cleaners, driv- 
ers, porters and electricians, the 
latter badly needed to maintain 
air-conditioning systems so vital 
to comfort in the summer, when 
temperatures soar above 40 Cel- 
sius (104 Fahrenheit). 

Asian and other workers fled 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait on 
Aug. 2 Iasi year. Many spent days 
or weeks in crowded, fly-blown 
camps on the Jordanian border, 
with scarce food and water and 
wailing for their governments to 
help get them out. 

“The return has not turned into 
a flood yet. but Asians are slowly 
returning,” said an airport offi- 
cial. He said about 1,000 were 
arriving every week on several 
daily flights via other Gulf states. 
There are no direct flights from 
Asia. 

Mostly thin and shabbily dres- 
sed, they wait for hours — some 
wearing identity badges or num- 
bers — to be picked up by em- 
ployers from the arrival hall of 
Kuwait's airport. 

The Indian embassy said 
15.090 Indians had arrived since 
the Iraqi army was pushed out by 
a U.S.-led alliance at the end of 
February. 

Many shops, restaurants, small 
businesses are still shuttered 
almost five months after the emi- 
rate's liberation. 

Half the pre-invasion popula- 


tion of about two million fore- 
igners has yet to return or, in the 
case of Palestinians, is not 
allowed back. 

The 400,000-strong Palestinian 
community formed the largest 
foreign labour force. Thousands 
have been laid off amid allega- 
tions they supported Iraq. 

Cleaning and maintenance 
companies are among the main 
employers of returning Asians, 
and Kuwaiti families are also 
rushing to get servants back. 

Housewives drive daily to the 
airport in air-conditioned 
limousines to collect servants 
they badly missed after the Iraqi 
invasion. Chauffeurs for the array 
of family cars are also in high 
demand. 

Workers, who would be unable 
to get a job at home, complain of. 
meagre wages in a country with 
one of the highest costs of Hvini° • 
in the world. 

The average monthly pav for a 
driver or a maid is 40 dinars 
($130), the amount a rich Kuwaiti 
spends on a designer shirt in the 
fashionable Salmiyah shopping 
area. 

Domestic servants get free 
meals and accommodation and ■ 
send almost all their pay back 
home. The less lucky live in 
squalid conditions, often sharing 
a room with half a dozen others. 

“I get 40 dinars a month and 
work 12 hours a day,” said air- 
port cleaner Zianir, a thin figure 
dressed in a dark blue uniform. 
Dozens of his colleagues mopped 
up the floor nearby. 

Asked why he chose to leave' 
his family behind for such a pitiful 
amount, he said: “I have no job 
back home and have to feed 
them." 


ISTANBUL (R) — Petrol bombs were hurled at five bank ] 
brandies in Istanbul Thursday night, just over a day ahead of U.S. 
President George Bush’s visit to Turkey. The Anatolian news 
agency said little damage was caused and no-one was hurt. Mr. 
Bush is due to visit Turkey Saturday, but it was not dear whether 
the bombings were in protest at his trip. There were no claims of 
responsibility but Turkey's deadliest urban guerrilla band for-left 
Dev- Sol (Revolutionary Left) has used this method of atttadc in 
the past. Turkish police, who have cracked down on Dev-Sot 
guerrillas ahead of the Bush visit, are on a heightened state of alert. 
The U.S. State Department has warned that extremists might 
attack American interests during the visit, ahead of which gome 
American bankers and businessmen have already left ihe counfiry. 
It said the main threat in Turkey was from Dev-Sol. which has 
claimed the killings of two Americans and a score of bombings 
against Western as well as Turkish targets during the Gulf war. 
Branches of private garanti Bank, Yipi Kredt Bank, Is Bank, 
Akbank and Famukbank were hit in the Thursday night blasts. Mr.’ 
Bush will travel to Turkey from Greece where five bomb blasts 
rocked Athens Tuesday, set off by three leftist guerrilla groups as a 
protest against his visit and U.S. polides on Cyprus. 

Reagan archivists say no evidence of plot 

SIMI VALLEY (AP) — Archivists at the Ronald Reagan 
presidential library said they saw no evidence in 1980 files to 
indicate Reagan-Busb campaign officials conspired to delay the 
release of U.S. hostages from Iran. Library Director Ralph 
Bledsoe, a domestic policy aide in the Reagan White House, said 
that he and his staff reviewed more than 100,000. pages of a 
million-page collection of campaign records. “No documents were 
located to indicate that anyone associated with the Reagan-Bush 
campaign had contacts with Iranians or other foreign representa- 
tives in which a delay in the release of hostages was discussed,” Mr. 
Bledsoe said in a letter to Mr. Reagan. Mr. Reagan requested foe 
search of his campaign files last month to "dear the air” of 
allegations his 1980 campaign sought to block then-president 
Jimmy Carter from freeing the hostages and emerging as a hero in 
the final days of the 1980 election. The S2 U.S. dtizens, held in the 
U.S. embassy in Tehran for 444 days, were freed Jan. 21, 1981 L 
minutes after Mr. Reagan was sworn in as president. Gary Sick, a 
former National Security Council aide under Mr. Carter, said the 
review does nothing to disprove evidence he said he uncovered of 
secret meetings involving Iranian officials and the late William 
Casey, who was Mr. Reagan’s 1980 campaign manager. House 
Speaker Thomas Foley is considering an investigation into allega- 
tions Reagan campaign workers made a deal to permit arms 
shipments to Iran in exchange for delaying the hostages' release. 
The library is located about 80 kilometres northwest of Los 
Angeles. 

Bahrain to build second sea port 

BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain is to build a second sea port at a cost of 
between 70 and 100 million dinars ($185.5 to $265 million), a 
Bahraini newspaper said Friday. Akhbar Al Khaleej daily said 
Prime Minister Sheikh Khalifa Ben Suitnan Al Khalifa had given 
the go-ahead for foe new port, to be located at the south-eastern, 
edge of Muharraq Island. The newspaper quoted the head of the 
customs and port directorate, Sheikh Daij Ben Khalifa Al Khalifa, 
as saying the new port will incorporate an industrial area and will 
be built in three phases over three and a half years. Bahrain already 
has the Mina Suitnan port and two smaller harbours at Manama 
and Muharraq. 

Archaeologists uncover 5th century 
mosaic 

ZIFPORI (AP) — Archaeologists excavating the ancient dty of 
pepphons have uncovered large, spectacular floor mosaics, includ- 
ing a richly detailed depiction of Eyptian “Nile Day” celebrations. 

| Sepphons, just north of the Biblical town of Nazareth, is believed 
to have been the home of Joachim and Anna, parents of the Virgin 
Maiy. The fifth-century Nile Day mosaic measures 42 square 
metres and would fill a good-sized living room.lt "is so rich in its 
motifs and artistry that no other mosaic of this time period and m 


Thursday. Nile Day was celebrated on the day the river reached its 
highest level. The mosaic, using earth tones, shows foe Nile, 
flowing out of the nostrils of a bull. It also depicts a water meter, 
wth a man standing over a kneeling woman writing down foe depth 
of the nver. The mosaic covers the floor in a large house excavated 
this year by archaeologists from the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem. Other rooms of the house contain mosaics with 
geometrical patterns . The excavation site is on the grounds of 
Zippon, a communal agricultural settlement. Sepphons is also 
know by its Roman name Diocaesarea. 

Lebanese militias release 14 prisoners 

BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon's main Christian militia and the 
fundamentalist Shiite Muslim Hizboilah exchanged 14 civil war 
pnsoners Thursday, army sources said. They said the release of 
nine Chnsnans by foe Iranian-backed Hizboilah and five Shiites by 
the Lebanese Forces took place at foe Defence Ministrv in the 
suburban district of Yarez. The sources did not give further details 
on the exchange or say whether there will be more releases of dvfl 

,n *£ e ne u r fut T U - r !' Arm y records show that more than 
j OOOLebanesc havc been kidnapped by militias during Lebanon’s 
16 years of ov-J war. Many of them are believed to be dead. 

British woman killed, 3 injured in accident 

Thursday, police reported. here 

Olive Rose Adams. 52. She was a - dead woman as 

Thomas Graham Davies, 64,^h 0 


British military vehicle. The in a co,lisio n with a 

James Rooke, and his driver J "“L*" officer ’ A.J. 

person seriously injured, poh^ "as the other 

foe ranks of the British d5d not have 


victims. 
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6327SS. 

St- Joseph Chart* Td. 624590. 
Church of (he Anmmciadoii Tel. 
637440 


De la Suite Chan* Td. 661757 
Tcrrasants Church Tel: 622366 

SjWI* 1 ** *** Tel - 

Ajggteu Church Td. 625383. Tel. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 
271331- 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St- Ephraim Chun* Td. 771751. 
Annua latenatfood Chart* Tel. 
685326. 

Evuag e Ucul Latberan Church Td: 
81T295. 

The Chart* of Jeans Christ of Latter- 
D*J Saints Td. 823824. 654932 
Chart* a t Namreue Td. 675691. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Deportment td 
Meteorology. 

Nonnai summer weather will prevail 
and winds wifi be northwesterly light to 
moderate to fresh, causing dust at 
time. Id Aqaba, winds will Im norther- 
ly moderate and seas calm. 

Minima, temp. 

Amman 16/30 

Aqaba 24/38 

Deserts 21 1 35 


Jordan Valley 22 / 35 

Yesterday's high te mp eratures: Am- 
man 29. Aqaba 37. Humidity readings: 
Amman 56 per cent. Aqaba 20 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalil Abdd Oadcr 795392 

Dr. Salman Al Daboubi 776751 

Dr. Yousef Rashed 896301 

Dr. Abbas A! Hakim 891256 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy 637055 

Nairookh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy W4945 

Stimeaani pharmacy 637660 

ZRBKD: 

Dr. Tawfiq Al Bayyari (™_) 

Al Share*' pharmacy (275825) 


ZAKQA: 

Dr. '.AhidGhazai 

Khalilch pharmacy 


(—1 

985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre K 

Chil Defence Department 6< 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 

Civil Defence Emergency 

Rescue PoKcc I92.62llil.6c 

Fire Brigade SS 

Blood Bank 7< 

Highway Police 84 

Traffic Police 85 

Pufcik Security Dctanmem t 

Hotel Complaints 6C 

Price Complaint* 

Water sn4 Sewerage 

Compldinu 8«l 

Amnion Municipality 

Complaints ‘ 78 

Telephone Information 
t directory dssblance) 

Overseas (Sills 01 

Central Amman Telephone 


...(06381 

06-53200 

08-53200 


, 623101 

i' a 1 Repairs 661101 

JwdanTd-rvirinn 773111 

r.Mio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority .....680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
EIccjik Power 

Company U638, 

ru Might Information 08-53200 

Queen Aha lm|. Airport. 08-53200 

hospqtals 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

WwudiMaternity.j.Amn... 644281/ft 
Akileh Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MalhaS. J. Amman 636140 

P^M-Jine. Shmcttani 664171/4 

Shmcrani 'Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

_j»!-Kea>hcr Haemal 607227/9 

T™™- AbdaN e*6127/37 

AMhh. Abdali 664161/ft 

u ■''‘■Muhajrecn 777101/3 

Al Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

*r«i>. Mario 891611/15 


Oucen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Hwpi/d 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (091983323 

Zaroa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

fenSma Hospital (09)986752 


rrm^Basma HospUal .. (02)275555 
^^72275 

i^. NafccsHos P ,tal (02)247100 

Princess Hayo Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TKAVEUUEB 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 


71iis information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) mfornmioo depart- 
ment at tnc Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08)5320(^5. where it 
should always be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


Singapore. KuaL^Lumpur |RJ^ OtfM 

Jeddah (RJ) '12.46 

i® 13 ® DhabraafRJ) 14c«5' 

10:45 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 2Sfe3* 

11:15 Aba Dbabi. Doha (RJ) u 

11: ^® Beirut (RJ) 

*2^® London (RJ) it 

Frankfurt, Vienna flU) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 

11: ®® Sanaa (TY) - 

— taSS 

oSi 

DEPARTURES Oucua 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights cS* 

(Terminal 1) Crapes 


Othar Rights (Terminal 2) 

MARKET prices 


Carrot 

C uirt M o wcr .1™ 

Corn 

QacwSben (small) 


GarBe 


97 JO .. 
1249 .. 

am .. 

12J8 .. 
12.-45 .. 
1230 .. 
13 m .. 
1*90 .. 

ZlrflO .. 

21:15 .. 
21JS .. 


- Beirut (RJ) 

Tripoli (RJ) 

Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 


Brussels, London (RJ) 

Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
Rome. Madrid (RJ) 


Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

: Q*o (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Abo Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

- Bahrain (RJ) 


Grapefruit"::::: 

Le ®°n 

Marrow (laj^e)":::: 



Okra 

Otrion (dry}:::-- 


Peaches . . 

Phans - 


700/600 

300/450 

4SO/400 

--....500/300 

-. — 120 / SO 

250 / 150 

iso 

200/150; 

T WO/ »•. 

.-'220/160 

— 160 /.-120: . 

- — 800/700 :; 

300/250; 

.......380/ 250 

■ — .•'400 ( 350:- 
...7 / WO 

~>3G(W2S0' 

-^550/480: 
-'..2O0/J5O- 

-...i.imrm’L 

-.-V.28C/201I-; 

■r— 28072BO- ■ - 
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commemorate 
thedeath 


(J.T icrics ci 

%V-. fectrtes wiH be 

fcii." . ^foe Jordan News 

a$ t . 1 . AgejTQr , Petra, starting Saturday 
ftt .- : aini^eiSHry tk 

it j^^bduUa&Ben. 

w ..• ,.;^J>w»sefo, - founder o( the 
■ Z ^/^5fen^ jqi^jft»h of Jozfom, 
; - r.aflcprda}^ t6 &-^tatemcnt, --.; ;-_ 
i$ n _a<Mtion; die', agency said 

-it -/would -/be - intervie win g 
^npdunent political personalties 
and^.veteran statesmen ..who can 
food light on the early- days erf foe 
.Kingdom andtfaekne King's rule, 
mory ofTtbc .late King, 
of Culture and Infonna- 


.i 

fefc- 


t ion Khajed Al JCaraki set up a 
committee to present to the pub- 
- fic a sped*! programme about the 
’ IQagV servBes to Ms people and 
. ..efforts tosepre the Arab nation at 

■ large- -• 

.- ..The programme would indude 
a number of literary, artistic and 
' culture events depicting the life 
ud wor ks of the late King, the 
minister said. ' 

King Abdullah was assassin- 
ated while performing prayers at 
A1 Aqsa Mosque in Arab Jeru- 
salem in 1951. 

The late King had played a 


major role in the Arab liberation 
movements that began in the 
early 20th century. King Abdul- 
lah also played a major role in tbe 
political arena and took part in 
talks held between his father and 
the allied armies after the First 
World War. He also sought to 
rally Arab ranks to preserve unity 
of Arab soil led die Arab armies 
in the struggle to save Palestine 
from Zionist occupation in 1948. 

The late King unified the west 
and the cast banks of Jordan to 
set up the United Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan in 1950. 
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Marcel Khalifeh to perform 
in Jordan for first time 
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‘ By Sam Atiydi 

\ Special to the Jordan Times 

- AMMAN — The mum and voice 
of- Marcel . Khalifeh will echo 
through the ancient dty of Jerash 
this -weekend for the first time 
Since the musician began' his 
career in Lebanon 15 years ago. 

Although his fans are many in 
Jordan, the 10th Jerash Festival 
gives -them die first' opportunity 
to attend a concert of Ms in the 
Kingdom _ 

- Mr. Khalifeh is looking for- 
ward to meeting his new audi- 
ence. “I hear that I'm listened to 
in Jordan and that they know my 
songS, 11 he fold reporters in Am- 
man after he arrived on Monday. 

“It's not just foe audience who 
are coming to watch me," he 
said. " Bat I c ame to watch tbe 
Jerash anfoerice.” .' ‘ ■ 

Tbe Lebanese- born Mr. Kha- 
lifeh added that he liked to be- 
lieve that his audience does hot 
attend his concerts simply to lis- 
ten to his music, but to taka part 
in his performance:' 

"The audience is a participant 
in my -concert It’s important to 
give an audience the chance to 
express their feelings and views.” 
Mr. -Khalifeh said, adding thara 
music concert gives that oppor- 
tunity for people and "brings Me 
to a conceit to become a celebra- 
tion andfestmtyr" - 

“Of course, there, are the songs 
that one should onlylisieb-io. tike 
"Between" Rita and My Eyes is a 
Gon/Vhe*. said; referring 'to 
Pa lestinia n poet fyfahnioad Dar- 
wisb’s famous poem. "But there 
are those songs where foe audi- 
ence must sing along to create foe 
right atmosphere. Jt,.. sounds 
great,” be said. 

It was not long-ago that Mr. 
Khatifeh’s - music could not be 
found in Jordan. His. tapes .were 
only sold behind dosed doors and 
his music only echoed within the 
wails of private homes. . 

Because be made music- from 
the works of modem Palestinian 
poetsas Mr-.Darwish, Samih A! 
Qassem and Ahmad Dahbour, 
whose lyrics are somewhat re- 
volutionary yet contain strong hu- 
raaa dimension, Mr Khalifeh was 
not wanted in several Arab coun- 
tries, -including pre-democracy 
Jordan. 

Mr. KhatifehY songs began 
emerging in Jordan with, foe out- 
break of the intifoda'and more so 
with the beginning of democracy 
in 1989. Many of Ins songs have 
becoitai trnfon tt dtim in 
Ammfen. Those protesting 
against Israeli mistreatment of 


PaJestiraansin foe occupied terri- 
tories or- the measures against 
Palestinians in Kuwait sing and 
chant Marcel’s music tike slogans. 

Mr. Khalifeh. pleased that he 
was invited by foe Jerash Festival 
Committee, seemed excited ab- 
ort performing bis first concert in 
Jordan at the festival, which he 
said was well-known. He and his 
26-member troupe, Ai Maya- 
■ (tee n, interrupted their perform- 
ances in Lebanon for several days 
to stage their concert here and 
will return to continue their work 
in Lebanon. 

Arab students who have stu- 
died and spent time abroad have 
become familiar with Mr. Kha- 
tifeh’s music more so than those 
who lived in countries where bis 
music was banned. He has per- 
formed, as be told tbe Jordan 
Times, “in every country where 
we have our people bring in 
exfle." 

He has staged concerts in 
North and South America, Euro- 
pean countries, Australia and a 
number of the Maghreb states. 

Mr. Khalifeh, whose national- 
ist songs have nude him a house- 
hold name in foe Arab World — 
particularly among Palestinians, 
began his career with the begin- 
ning of the civil war in Lebanon 
in 1976. Soon after be graduated 
from tbe Music Institute in 
Beirut, he started his work with 
tiie well-known Caracalla Group. 

"The second day of tbe per- 
formance of tbe first work I did 
with Caracalla, the war broke out 
and one of our girls m the group 
was hot in foe back. She is still hi 
a wheelchair,” Mr. Khalifeh said. 

“There is a certain generation 


(ours) in Lebanon who have pas- 
sed through so many defeats” and 
whose art and music has been 
influenced by the experience, he 
said. 

Mr. Khalifeh, who has re- 
corded 13 tapes, resents being 
labelled as a "nationalist” singer 
or musician, although it was foe 
nationalist songs that made him 
popular. 

Tm an artist, a musician,” he 
said. T sing for and about the 
human being. A song is a song 
that includes all dimensions of life 
and I cannot be labelled as just a 
nationalist musician.” 

Mr. Khalifeh also refused to 
discuss his politics, saying he 
“avoids slogans” in his music, 
although “it's okay to have a 
political position.” 

"Those singers who depended 
on slogans have failed," Mr. Kha- 
lifeh said. “You need a musical 
background because it is also an 
education. I studied and worked, 
hard, as did my group, to be able 
to do what we do now.” 

The artist who brought good 
Arab poetry to his listeners is 
releasing a new tape soon which 
he expects will be confronted and 
fought by the “left and right.” 
Entitled “The Body” Mr.Kha- 
tifeh’s tape, soon to be released in 
the market, talks about “lovers 
meeting and touching.” as he put 
it. He said be expected these new 
songs to shock people “because a 
secret comes out in the open.'’ 
“All the poets who wrote about 
tbe homeland and from whose 
works I have sang also wrote 
about the body,” he said, adding 
that be did not tike to be locked 
up in a frame of one particular 
category of music. 


Nutritional programmes for 
children and mothers to be 
initiated in southern region 


AQABA (Petra) — Aqaba Dis- 
trict Governor Quftan Ai Majali 
Tuesday chaired a meeting for 
doctors participating in a health 
education and nutrition program- 
me organised by the Queen Alia 
Jordan Social Welfare Fund 
(QAF) in cooperation with the 
Health Ministry and the United 
Nations Children's Fund (UN- 
ICEF). 

Mr. Majali, said that a joint 
UNICEF-QAF team had carried 
out a survey early this month 
aimed at assessing the nutritional 
situation of children and mothers 


in foe southern regions of the 
Kingdom. The Survey, which fol- 
lowed a visit by Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Basma, covered 
Wadi Arabs and Diseh Regions. 

Following the survey it was 
decided that a three-year nutri- 
tional programme for 2,600 chil- 
dren under five years of age and 
500 mothers be launched.. 

Under foe programme, UN- 
ICEF will be providing food 
packages to these children and 
mothers, and both UNICEF and 
QAF will launch a health educa- 
tion campaign. 


New Jordanian-French association to 
work for greater medical cooperation 


5 1 * 


. By Serena Haiasa 
. Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A French doctor 
• currently on a trip to Amman is 
working to promote medical 
cooperation .between France and 
Jordan through" a -recently estab- 
lished Jordanian-French Medical 
Association. 

“We fed there is a need to 
have a relationship between the 
two countries." Dr. Jacques Mfl- 
Hez said in an interview with the 
Ionian Times. “Doctors are al- 
ways ahead of politicians in com- 
rmmicatmg. and building rela- 
tionships between people." 

. Dr. Milliez, bead of the 
Optometry and Gynocology De- 
partment, die University of Paris, 
said that ; foe association was 
cstsbtidied.lkst .year and aims 
solely at .developing medical 
cooperation between Jordan and 


m. 


“Recent events have strained 
tee’ relationship between Jordan 
and Ffance^he said. "But de- 
« physicians are 
aiway&against war mid conflicts 
and ^ always caff. for peace,, life 

also stressed that 
tee metfical field is a “good field 
to cstayisfr;a re!a£ioDship be- 


. tween people. Medicine' is univer- 
sal, it has no borders or- fron- 
tiers,” he said. 

As for the future plans of the 
association. Dr. Miltiez, who is 
also the president of foe Euro- 
Arab Medical Association, said 
the association plans to have the 
first Frencb-Jordaxuan Medical 
Congress in November. “We will 
have lecturers from France com- 
ing here to participate in foe 
congress,” he said. "We are also 
looking at organising, on behalf 
of Jordanian medical authorities, 
a centre for children.” 

The centre. Dr. Miliiez said, 
wfli offer medical assistance to 
children and pregnant women. 
Tt wifi serve as a dispensary for 
pregnant women," be said. “A 
place where they can be super- 
vised, and get medical help." 

The association will also par- 
ticipate in die Second Medical 
Congres that is scheduled to take 
place in November 1992, Dr.. 
Miliiez told the Jordan Times. > 

"We will help fund Jordanian 
doctors who want to do post 
graduate work in Europe, espe- 
cially in France,” Dr. MiHiez 
said. "We will also forward peo- 
ple who need medical help to 
Europe.” 

“We are going to publish a 


medical journal entitled “Ibn 
Rusbd,” Dr. Miliiez said. “It is 
going to be run and edited in 
France by Arab physicians.” 

Dr. Miliiez said he was happy 
with the warm welcome he re- 
ceived from his Jordanian coun- 
terparts. “We had a very fruitful 
exchange of views. I was delight- 
ed to see bow well prepared foe 
Jordanian tide was," he said. 
After touring foe King Hussein 
Medical Centre, Dr. Miliiez said 
be was impressed by the dyna- 
mics of the medical system in 
Jordan, especially in the private 
field. 

As for tbe public health sys- 
tem, Dr. Miliiez said that it 
needed a lot of improvement. 
“But this is true in any country, 
not only in Jordan,” he said. 
“The public health system is al- 
ways lacking in financial support. 
There is an urgent need to sustain 
and increase all efforts (to sup- 
port this field).” 

Dr. Miliiez, who spent some 
tene last year in the occupied 
territories on a mission to inspect 
the medical and sanitary situation 
there, said he hoped that foe 
Arab-Israeb conflict is restrived' 
peacefully and Palestinians are 
granted their human rights. 1 



AMMAN (J.T.) — The I Oth Jerash Festival, which was formally 
opened Wednesday by Her Majesty Queen Noor, features many 
folk troupes from Jordan and other Arab countries. 

Queen Noor tit the torch that began tbe events as the Armed 
Forces band played the narimal anthem. 

Festival Director Akram Masarweh delivered a speech welcom- 
ing foe Queen and outlining the festival events scheduled to take 
place until July 27. 

Performances of folk music, along with art and painting 
exhibitions, wjfl highlig ht (he Jerash Festival. 



Japanese celebrity to 
visit Jordan and Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Japan's most 
popular television personality will 
be arriving in Amman to visit the 
Al-Jizeh Community Develop- 
ment Centre and the Talbieh 
Camp for Palestinian refugees in 
southern Amman. 

Tetsuko- Kuroyanagi will. ar- 
rive in Amman for a short visit. 
Ms. Kuroyanagi will then go to 
Iraq on July 20. where she will - 
insoect the plight of women and 
children in that battered country. 

Her five-day visit to Iraq will 
include visits to Basra and 
Ammara in foe south and to 
Sulemanya and Penjween in the 
north. She will also visit health 
centres and low-income neigh- 
bourhoods in the country be- 
tween meetings with high level 
officials. 

Ms. Kuroyanagi has been a 
Goodwill Ambassador for foe 
United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) since 1984. She has 
been actively involved in advoca- 
cy work for UNICEF, conducting 
missions to Tanzania, Niger, In- 


dia, Mozambique, Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Angola. 

To date, her missions have 
raised almost 500 million 
Japanese yen (about S3 million) 
for UNICEF, mostly from dona- 
tions by concerned Japanese. 

Ms. Kuroyanagi was voted 
Japan’s most favourite television 
personality several times, win- 
, ning several broadcasting and 
cultural awards. Her children 
books have been tr anslated into 
more than 10 languages, includ- 
ing Arabic. 

Royalties from her most widely 
circulated book, “Totto-Chan. 
The Little Girl in foe Window,” 
were used by Ms. Kuroyana- 
gi to set up foe Totto Foundation, 
which trains deaf actors. Ms. 
Kuroyanagi regularly acts with 
the Deaf Theater of Japan. 

Reports reaching Japan from 
Iraq on the plight of Iraqi chil- 
dren and mothers prompted Ms. 
Kuroyanagi to make this personal 
visit. 
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WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

^ Plastic art exinbitiou by 
Iraqi artists BatouJ AI 
Fukefld, Ibrahim AI AbdaB 
and Abdul Jabbar Salman 
at the Royal Cuftural Cen- 
tre. 

■fr Traditional embroidery ex- 
blbition at foe Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre. 

^ Eogfisb-afotitfaf German 
fiho entitled “Das Brot Dor 
Frnhea Jahre” (Tbe Bread 
of foe Early yens) at tbe 
Goethe Institute — 8:60 

PJB. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


Tawjihi results announced 


AMMAN (Petra) — Education 
Minister ^Eid Da hi y at Friday 
announced results of the general 
secondary certificate examination 
for 1991. 

Speaking at a press conference. 
Dr. Dahiyat said the number of 
students who registered for the 
tawjihi examination was 62,861 
while the number of those who 
actually sat for the test was 
57365. 

Dr. Dahiyat said that tbe over- 
all passing rate in all branches for 
regular students was 51.9 per 
cent. The different pass rates for 
regular and external students in 
the various streams were as fol- 
lows: 

— The literary stream: 53.6 per 
cent for regular students and 21.8 
per cent for external students. 

— The scientific stream: 67 per 
cent for regular students and 21.8 
per cent for externa! students. 

— The commercial stream: 

53.8 per cent for regular students 
and 26.9 pier cent for external 
students. 

_ — The agricultural stream: 
85.3 per cent for regular students 
and 38 per cent for external stu- 
dents. 

— The vocational stream: 59.4 
per cent for regular students and 

27.9 per cent for external stu- 



Edncation Minister Eid Dahiyat (centre) announces tawjihi 
results (Petra photo). 


dents. 

— The nursing stream: 76.6 per 
cent for regular students and 30.8 
for external students. 

— The hotel training stream: 
84.8 per cent for regular students 
and 76.9 per cent for external 
students. 

Commenting on the overall 
pass rate. Dr. Dahiyat said the 
Dumber of students who failed 
their examinations this year was 
high, and stressed foe need for 
evaluating foe educational de- 
velopment process to improve va- 


rious development elements of 
tbe educational process, includ- 
ing teachers, students, curricula 
and school buildings. 

Asked about results of foe 
general secondary certificate ex- 
amination in the occupied West 
Bank, Dr. Dahiyat said the En- 
glish language test should be re- 
peated for all students. He 
emphasised foe need for discus- 
sing the situation of children who 
were unable to take the test in 
accordance with the Examina- 
tions Committee decision. 


Israelis confiscated 3m dunums of land 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Israeli 
occupation authorities have 
seized 3,011.911 dunums of land 
from foe occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip since the Israeli 
occupation of these territories be- 
gan in 1967, according to a 
monthly report issued by the 
Foreign Ministry's Palestinian 
Affairs Department. 

The report added that Israel 
established 200 settlements in tbe 
occupied territories. The number 
of Jewish settlers in the occupied 
West Bank has increased by 
13,150, reaching 104,000, the re- 
port noted. 

It added that the number of 
housing units built for settlers 
rose to 22.000 and expects it to 
further increase to 35,000 units 
during the next five years. 

The report noted that Israel 


plans to settle 30,000 Jews in the 
Gaza Strip by the year 2000. 

On the conditions 'of Arabs 
under the Israeli occupation, foe 
report said economic conditions 
are deteriorating and referred to 
a rise in unemployment among 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories. It said that the unemploy- 
ment rate reached 35 per cent of 
tbe total working power, adding 
that the rate reaches as high as 70 
per cent in some Palestinian 
camps. 

Tbe percentage of Palestinians 
.living under the poverty line (JD 
89 per month per family) is as 
high as 80 per cent, the report 
said. It added that the Israeli 
occupation authorities had sack- 
ed 20,000 Palestinian workers 
from their work during June, and 


replaced them with immigrant 
Soviet Jews. 

Referring to the violations of 
human rights by the Israeli 
occupation authorities, the report 
said Israel has passed prison sent- 
ences against 325 Palestinians 
who were brought before Israeli 
courts and imposed heavy fines 
against them. It also issued 20 
warrants of arrest for Palestinians 
and ordered their detention for 
periods ranging between 3 
months and 12 months, the report 
said. 

The Israelis also continued to 
impose curfews on various 
Palestinians cities, village and 
camps in the Israeli occupied 
territories and dosed down four 
schools in the West Bank during 
June. 


Jordan to 
cooperate in 
TV production 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Company for Television. Radio 
a nd Cinema Production 
(JCTRCP) has concluded agree- 
ments with television corpora- 
tions in Tunisia, Morocco and 
Mauritania on joint television- 
programmes production. 

The announcement was made 
by company Director General 
Jawad Maraqa upon bis returning 
to Amman from a tour of the 
three North African Arab coun- 
tries. 

Die talks, Mr. Maraqa said, 
aimed at bolstering ties between 
Jordan's television and those of 
Morocco, Mauritania and Tuni- 
sia. 

During the visit to Morocco an 
agreement was signed on joint 
production of a series entitled 
“Dafater AI Ayam" (from the books 
of past days). The series will 
feature works by prominent wri- 
ters and intellectuals in Morocco. 
Mr. Maraqa said. 

In Mauritania, Mr. Maraqa 
said be discussed with the minis- 
ter of information and his assis- 
tants the question of increasing 
cooperation between television 
corporations in Jordan and 
Mauritania. He said he had 
signed a deal with the director of 
Mauritanian Television on joint 
production of a series depicting 
arts and archaeology in foe Isla- 
mic World and in Mauritania. . 

Mr. Maraqa said that in Tunis/ 
be had conducted an evaluation 
of Jordanian programmes shown 
on Tunisia’s television with the 
director general of radio and tele- 
vision corporation there. He said 
that an agreement was reached 
on the commencement of joint 
production of series with roles 
covered by both Jordanian and 
Tunisian actors. 

According to Mr. Maraqa, he 
also conducted talks with other 
concerned institutions on televi- 
sion production during his tour of 
the ; three Arab countries. 


U.N. organisation staff to 
temporarily be moved 
from Baghdad to Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar has decided to regroup 
international staff working for the 
Economic and Social Commis- 
sion of Western Asia (ESCWA) 
in Amman, according to a state- 
ment from the organisation's 
office here. 

ESCWA staff, whose head- 
quarters are in Baghdad, were 
repatriated during foe Guff crisis 
because of the increasing tension 
in the Iraqi capital. 

ESCWA staff will be reassem- 
bled in Amman by . Aug. 19 in 
order to continue the organisa- 
tion’s programmes. The staff will 
operate out of the Amman office 
for a one year period until the 
situation in Baghdad improves, 
according to foe statement. 

Following the events of Aug. 2, 
1990, foe probability of war was 
strong, forcing foe U.N. to re- 
patriate all international staff 
members working in Iraq and 
Kuwait, according to foe state- 
ment. 

Accordingly. ESCWA staff 


and their families were evacuated 
out of the Baghdad headquarters, 
leading to a virtual standstill in 
ESCWA’s activities. 

A liaison office in Amman 
handled all administrative mat- 
ters and made necessary contacts 
with member states during this 
period, according to the state- 
ment. 

But despite the crisis and tbe 
war, the organisation's headquar- 
ters in Baghdad were kept open, 
where about 80 local staff mem- 
bers continued to cany out part 
of their normal functions, the 
statement said. 

The statement added that the 
Gulf war dealt a serious blow to 
ESCWA member states in foe 
region. Effects of the crisis ex- 
tended to many developing na- 
tions outside to foe Middle East, 
including Asia, Africa and east- 
ern Europe, according to the 
statement. 

Gross domestic product- of the 
western Asia region fell in esti- 
mated 5 per cent, which is the 
sum effect of the Gulf crisis and 
war, the statement said. 




Invitation^, a< or Bids 

ie United Nations Edbnomlc and Social 
"Commission for Western Asia (UN ESCWA) 

invites packing, handling and shipping companies to 
offer bids for the packing, handling, and transporta- 
tion of staff household effects, office furniture and 
equipment and computer-equipment and accessories 
from Baghdad, Iraq to Amman, Jordan to contact the 
General Services Section (Room 135, Plaza Hotel Tel. 
674111) on Sunday 21 July 1991 between 10:00 and 
14:00 hours to receive tender documents. 
Deadline for submission of offers in sealed en- 
velopes Wednesday 24 July 1991 at 12:00 noon at 
the Plaza Hotel, Room 135. • 
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ONE MAY go about congratulating the prime minister, Mr. 
Taber Masri, and his colleagues for winning the Lower 
House of Parliament vote of confidence. But knowing that 
another test, die budget, is just around the corner we fed 
obliged to save our congratulations for another occasion. 
For sure, the House's vote of confidence is a chance for Mr. 
Masai, his colleagues and their allies in Parliament and 
outside of it to prove that liberalism could work and the 
country could be spared the unknown results of a swing 
towards conservatism. In this vein, the government's policy 
statement and Mr. Masri's reply to the House Thursday are 
not enough. To ensure that the country will .be able to 
withstand ail the problems and challenges it feces, including 
the challenge of conservatives, the government needs to go 
much further than its declared plans. 

For sure, we are not advocating a crackdown on 
conservatives. On the contrary, in democracy, conservatism 
stimulates liberalism. Liberals will only excel if they devise 
methods, both intellectual and practical, to show its path is 
the right one for the future of the country. In this regard, 
the government needs to be outright in its projection of itself 
as liberal and needs to field all liberal intellectuals to its side 
to ensure it a thinking base with which to counter 
conservatism. 

The draft laws already being finalised for Parliament to 
debate and pass could serve as tools to further liberalism. 
The most two important legislations are the political parties 
law and the press and publication law. While the govern- 
ment might be tempted to tighten the former to ensure no 
deviation of the Constitution and the National Charter, the 
latter, the press and publication law, ought to be made very 
progressive. Certainly, the free exchange of ideas and the 
guarantee of the individual's right to self-expression and to 
information will enhance liberalism and create an atmos- 
phere of freedom. It is a foregone conclusion that the freeing 
of the individual and the curbing of state powers are at the 
essence of liberalism, progress and prosperity. In this 
regard, the economy will surely not benefit from more 
government regulations and intervention, rather the oppo- 
site. We ourselves have ample evidence to prove this. It has 
been government intervention and overregolation, through 
a backward and defunct bureaucracy, that are responsible 
for the state of our economy. 

Mr. Masri and bis colleagues cannot be envied, but they 
deserve all the support and encouragement of the country’s 
liberals and seculars. Congratulations won't do either. One 
only deserves congratulation when one attains an aspired 
goal. Our aspirations are grand and the road is thorny. One 
thing Mr. Masri and his colleagues surely need is good luck. 


PRESS CQI&^ENTARIES 


NOW that the dust has settled following a three-day battle in 
Parliament over the vote of confidence in the new government of 
Prime Minister Taher Masri. one can only say that democracy has 
been boosted and enhanced, said A1 Ra'i daily Friday. What we 
are concerned with here is the Parliament members’ stand 
regarding the media which has a real and essential role to play in 
the democratic process, said the paper. One should emphasise 
here that the role of the press and the media in general is to 
interact with the government and the legislative authority alike 
and can by no means side by one faction against another, the 
paper noted. A number of Parliament members attacked the 
media and Jordanian journalists because some had tackled the 
deputies' stand with regard to the government or pressing issues 
of concern to the public, the paper noted. What the media is 
concerned about, the paper stressed, is to make the democratic 
experiment in Jordan achieve success and should a writer 
sometimes express his or her own views about Parliament 
members it will be only a personal view, not voicing those of other 
journalists or the media in general, the paper pointed out. The 
media is with all and for all people, simply because this is a 
democratic process. As the deputies have the democratic right to 
vote for or against government policies, newspapers and journal- 
ists nave the right to spelt out their opinions, the paper added. It 
said that the media has lived through a rich experiment over the 
past few days, acting neutrally but enjoying the triumph of 
democracy in Parliament. 


A columnist in A1 Dustour daily attacked President Francois 
Mitterrand of France for his fear of the Americans and his total 
subjugation to the will of U.S. President George Bush. Diyab 
Makhadmeh said that since the time of President de Gaulle, the 
Arabs and the French had maintained a very strong relationship 
drat grew with the days and years and the Arab markets were full 
of French goods while bilateral ties were constantly strengthened 
in cultural, industrial, political and other Reids. But it has been 
noticed that Mr, Mitterrand is terrified of the American stick to a 
degree that Paris has forgotten the slogans of fraternity, liberty, 
equality and justice, the main themes of its 1789 revolution, and is 
siding with the American evil to strike against Iraq in total 
obedience to President Bush, the writer noted. The writer said 
that France has come out from the Gulf war not gaining anything 
at all and its image in the minds of the Arabs totally changed to 
the worse, while its president is trying to appease the Americans 
at the expense of his country's own interests in the region. We had 
hoped that the French president would realise that it was vital to 
protect his country's interests and maintain his ties with the Arab 
World and not to commit his country to serve world Zionism, said 
the writer. What has been built over one third of a century by the 
Gaul lists has now crumpled at the hands of Mr. Mitterrand and 
the French Socialists, said the writer. The writer warned Mr. 
Mitterrand that France was bound to suffer as a nation as a result 
of its present policies in the Middle East and the Gulf region, 
because, he said, the Americans need no partner in their 
hegemony over the region. 


Masri: Government pledges to enhance democracy 


The following are major excerpts of Prime Minister Taher Masri’s 
statement in Parliament Thursday after the deputies had deli- 
vered their addresses during the vote of confidence session: 


Mr. Speaker, 
Honourable gentlemen. 


AT the start of my reply to the 
deputies* speeches I would like to 
thank all deputies for their views 
and ideas whether on behalf of 
their respective blocs or in tbeir 
own names. The discussions have 
indeed contributed towards furth- 
er enhancing the democratic ex- 
periment in the country. 

I would like to welcome any 
objective criticism or counter- 
criticism because a difference in 
opinion is a healthy sign of demo- 
cracy and those who shoulder 
responsibility should be able to 
handle dialogue and criticism and 
benefit from other people's 
views. 

In this brief statement, I will 
try to provide answers to queries 
by various deputies. 

The government policy state- 
ment has presented a detailed 
programme for the new govern- 
ment in various sectors and the 
government will faithfully follow 
up the implementation of various 
parts of this programme. But 
perhaps the most basic task for 
the government now is to lay the 
basis for its functions and expand 
the basis of decision-making so 
that public freedoms can be cor- 
roborated and the supremacy of 
the law ensured. 

Your House has become a 
partner in the decision-making 
process and in shouldering the 
responsibilities of government. 
Many members have referred to 
the martial law and here 1 repeat 
what I have said before that 
martial law is considered abo- 
lished and that the military courts 
and the authority of the military 
governor have now ended. 

The government pledges be- 
fore this House that it will declare 
the lifting of martial law in full, 
once special laws for its abolition 
have been enacted and endorsed. 
The government is determined to 
transcend all the traces the 
martial rule and turn a new page 
for the sake of reaffirming the 
constitutional and civil rights of 
all citizens, including those con- 
victed on political grounds. The 
government will examine their 
cases shortly to take proper deci- 
sions. 

The Civil Service Commission 
has already issued a statement, 
announcing its invention to rein- 
state those employees dismissed 
for political reasons and the gov- 
ernment plans to pursue these 
cases. 


problem and to any international 
move or American initiative as 
well as Jordan's relationship with 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

Jordan's foreign relations and 
the country's attitude with regard 
to the Palestine question came as 
an outcome of Ipng decades of 
political stands as defined by His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
adopted by the successive govern- 
ments of Jordan. These have 
become firm policies for all gov- 
ernments in Jordan. 

It will be naive to say that the 
prime minister will have access to 
any secret place and destabilise 
all these firm policies altogether, 
because this will be a form of 
insult to the people's intellect. AH 
political moves are open to the 
public and Jordan's policies are 
known to the Parliament which 
follows up on all moves and 
events in Jordan in all fields. 

In its statement to Parliament 
the government has dearly and 
loudly declared that Jordan will 
not compromise any Palestinian 
or Arab rights and can by no 
means accept a unilateral solution 
and will not abandon the PLO. 

We are committed to national 
and pan-Arab principles for 
which the Jordanian people have 
offered sacrifices and martyrs and 
to which successive governments 
were committed including the last 
government in which the Muslim 
Brotherhood was represented. 

Let it be known to all that 
neither the Hashemite leadership 
nor the council of ministers or* 
any other honourable citizen can 
offer any compromise or will be 
williing to give up on any of these 
commitments or rights. The fu- 
ture will give credence to what ( 
say. Your House realises that this 
government has come after the 
endorsement of the National 
Charier by the national congress 
in a manner conforming to the 
aspirations of the Jordanian poli- 
tical forces. 


Honourable Gentlemen, 


I have always believed that the 
government does not create the 
aspired changes, but it rather 
opens the door for any changes 
and paves the way for active 
forces in society to take action 
and bring about changes and con- 
tribute constructively towards 
attaining the aspirations of demo- 
cracy and ensuring popular parti- 
cipation in the country's develop- 
ment. 

The government is determined 
to introduce drastic changes to 
existing laws and to modernise 
legislations in a manner that they 
would no more contradict with 
the process of democracy. 

The government is also deter- 
mined to put development plans 
into their proper perspectives in 
the course of continuing the pro- 
cess of construction, taking into 
consideration all the country's 
resources and the Jordanian peo- 
ple’s aspirations. The govern- 
ment will be keen on far distribu- 
tion of services and projects and 
dealing with economic and social 
challenges. 


Mr. Speaker, 

I would like to reaffirm the 
government's commitment to its 
policy pertaining to the Palestine 


This government has defined in 
its policy statement, its commit- 
ment to die Constitution in the 
letter and in the spirit and to the 
National Charter and also to the 
Islamic Sharia. 

Islam is the state's religion and 
it will remain the main source for 
all legislations. Therefore, the 
government pledges that all laws 
and regulations will be in har- 
mony with this principle and the 
government will direct its atten- 
tion to removing anything that 
might obstruct this commitment. 

The talk about external cir- 
cumstances and a new world 
order that might restrict the pre- 
sent government's actions and 
political orientations in a manner 
that would not be in harmony 
with its policy statement is a mere 
illusion and is groundless since it 
has no basis. The coming days 
will prove the government's cre- 
dibility and will show that these 
allegations are only mere illusions 
because the government will re- 
main committed to its political 
programme as was presented to 
the House and the people. 

With regard to the media, the 
government reaffirms its commit- 
ment to safeguard a free media 
and to create a democratic cli- 
mate for the media to operate 
freely. The government hopes to 
make it clear that observations 
and remarks made by the de- 
puties about journalists and the 
press do not mean that the gov- 
ernment will place restrictions on 
the media and the writers at a 
time when (he government is in 
rhe process of submitting to Par- 
liament a new law on press and 
publications that would secure 
more freedoms. 

With reference to the Constitu- 
tion Bloc's remarks, 1 would like 
to stress that the government's 
policy statement did not men •» 
a number of matters not beca* e 



The Prime Minister, Mr. Taher Masri (left l addresses the Lower House 
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of parihunent Thursday before gaining a 47 to 51 vote of 


it ignored them but rather to 
avoid entering into details. The 
government will take every possi- 
ble measure to see to it that its 
plans and programmes in various 
fields are implemented and will 
inform the House of ail steps. 

Since the very beginning, l 
have sought to make this govern- 
ment a national coalition, and I 
will continue to seek this goal. 
This government will be for all 
Jordanians, in word and in deed 
and will seek to ensure consulta- 
tions and advice from all Parlia- 
ment blocs without any excep- 
tion. 

I would like to announce from 
this forum that the government 
will not persecute or chase any 
faction or any bloc, because it wilt 
be a government for all the peo- 
ple and will prove that in the days 
to come. 

As to trade and professional 
unions, referred to by a number 
of deputies, the government will 
seek to enhance the process of 
democracy and will enhance the 
democratic concept and expand 
its basis and help people beyond 
political pluralism towards effec- 
tive participation in the decision- 
making process. 

Acting from this concept, each 
social sector will have its own 
right to organise itself in the form 
Of unions which will help in the 
decision-making process. 

The government will put into 
practice laws that are endorsed by 
your House concerning teachers, 
fanners, srudents and youth un- 
ions. With regard to administra- 
tion reform, referred to by a 
number of deputies, the govern- 
ment has provided details in its 
statement about this matter 
which had been the worry of 
previous governments as well, 
but not much had been achieved. 

This government hopes to im- 
plement its policy statement and 
programme including this impor- 
tant matter, but we realise with 
regret the tremendous difficulties 
facing the country in the course of 
implementing policies related to 
administrative reform, especially 
with relation to the civil servants 
system which suffers from weak- 
ness. This weakness exists due 
to the presence of large numbers 
of unqualified and incompetent 
employees working for govern- 
ment office and due to the reason 
that many of the employees are 
not the right persons serving in 
the right posts. This has con- 
tinued in the country for so long 
in view of the prevailing social 
pressures and the economic con- 
ditions. 

The government is committed 
to enact modern laws on political 
parties, press and publication, 
labour, labour unions, and will 
introduce an amendment to the 
Jordan Valley Farmers Associa- 
tion transforming it into a federa- 
tion for all fanners in Jordan. The 
government will finish work on 
the Artists Association, and will 


set up students and youth federa- 
tions. These laws and amend- 
ments to laws will be submitted to 
your House iq the coming ordin- 
ary session. But a special commit- 
tee has been set up at the Justice 
Ministry to study these legisla- 
tions. 

The government pledges ih3l it 
will not interfere in trade and 
labour union freedoms or in their 
elections, and it will include in 
tire new labour law guarantees to 
ensure freedoms for trade union 
work. 

This government is keen to see 
trade unions acting in a free and 
democratic atmosphere and will 
not tolerate any obstacles to their 
work or in the path of any body 
joining such federations or un- 
ions. 

The government will pursue all 
efforts to substitute non- 
Jordanian workers with Jorda- 
nian labourers. This process has 
achieved a very positive result in 
the labour market this year and 
thousands of new jobs have been 
created for Jordanians. 

The government also suc- 
ceeded in collecting fees for work 
permits in a retroactive process 
for the first time in Jordan. These 
were paid by non-Jordanihn 
workers and their employees. 

In social security, the govern- 
ment pledges to Tespect the inde- 
pendence and functions of all 
institutions and their right to take 
their own board decisions freely 
and within the framework of the 
Jordanian laws, but the govern- 
ment would like to point out that 
health insurance for all workers 
will be discussed by the Social 
Security Corporation (SSC) and 
by a number of specialised com- 
mittees to pave the ground for 
endorsing a comprehensive 
health insurance scheme. The 
SSC will also invest its funds in 
various schemes that would cre- 
ate jobs for Jordanians and be- 
nefit the SSC as well. 

With regard to the deputies 
remarks about plans in education 
and higher education and in- 
formation, it was clear in the 
policy statement that Che govern- 
ment will build its educational 
plans on the Constitution, the 
National Charter, the King's 
directives to the government and 
the resolutions and recommenda- 
tion of the first national educa- 
tion conference. 

It should be noted that the law 
on education in Jordan provides 
for the following: Educational 
policy in Jordan emanates from 
the Constitution and from Arab 
and Islamic heritage and the prin- 
ciples of the Great Arab Revolt 
as well as the Jordanian national 
experiments. This policy is based 
on the faith in God. sublime 
ideals of the Arab Nation and 
Islam which constitutes the 
framework for education because 
it respects the human person and 
the human mind and urges people 
to acquire knowledge and 


embark on creative work. 

The government has clearly 
pointed out in its statement that it 
will seek to enable Jordan be- 
come self-dependent and will 
work towards reducing the deficit 
in the fiscal budget as a focal 
point in its economic policies. 
The government also plans to- 
seek to develop its taxation sys- 
tem in a manner that would 
guarantee social justice and the 
continual growth of national eco- 
nomy. The government will seek 
to achieve that by giving more 
attention to taxes, by increasing 
taxes on consumption, by offer- 
ing tax exemptions to encourage 
investments and exports by sim- 
plifying customs procedures, 
especially those connected with 
•imports of primary goods and the 
export of national products, by 
charging fees on services offered 
by tire government and its affili- 
ated institutions, by laying down 
a specific programme to improve 
means of collecting taxes and 
expanding the taxation base and 
curtailing the practice on the pan 
of some citizens to avoid paying 
taxes. 

As to the external debts, no- 
thing has been done since the' 
former government had submit- 
ted the 1991 fiscal budget to the 
House. Repayment of the debts is 
postponed until further notice. 

Some deputies made remarks 
about hospitals and health cen- 
tres in their constituencies and 
the government realises that 
there is urgent need for the im- 
plementation of these demands. 
The Ministry of Health will soon 
embark on building Al Koura 
hospital with 50 beds, another at 
Ruscifa with 100 beds and will 
carry out the infrastructure for 
the Karak hospital before the end 
of 1991. Furthermore, the Health 
Ministry will build an annex for 
gynecology and obstetrics in 
Maan hospital and 18 health cen- 
tres in various parts of the King- 
dom. 

The government will adopt 
flexible policies with regard to 
state-owned lands allowing peo- 
ple to exploit these lands in a 
manner that would be condusive 
to economic growth. The govern- 
ment will respect the rights of all 
people and will distribute state 
owned lands to people, specially 
those living on those lands, like 
the tribes. Hie government will 
speed up the process of land 
distribution to various population 
settlements groups. The govern- 
ment will give particular attention 
to the distribution of arable land 
to developers and will try to finish 
this matter as soon as possible in 
various regions. 

The government will examine 
demands and requests submitted 
by the deputies about the various 
’governorates" needs in agricul- 
ture, industry, health and educa- 
tion and will take appropriate 
measures to include plans for 
them in the coming fiscal budget. 


The government will transform .< 1 
the Shobafc agricultural institute -■ 
into a fully fledged agricultural ^ 
colleee (inked to Mata Universi- . ; ,- 
ty. It will set up a college in . 
Tafileh linked to Muta University 
and will complete work on the 
permanent Muta University site, , - 
providing the university with all :j 
its requirements. The govern- 
ment will take the necessary mea- ... 
sures for establishing Zarqa Uni- 
versity and will examine the pros- 
pect of establishing stadiums in*' 
various go ve morales. 

The Ministry of Water and _ 
Irrigation will finalise a process of 
ensuring sufficient water supplies 
to agricultural and housing units 
as soon as possible. 

The government is committed 
to searching for drastic solutions 
to farmers debts and will, in 
cooperation with the Ministry of '■ 
Agriculture and other sectors and 
communities and in coordination 
with Parliament, adopt various 
measures to settle this issue. 


Mr. Speaker, 

• ~ 

1 was personally attacked along “ 
with members of my government _ . 
by a number of deputies who ~ 
-levelled false accusations and in- ' 
suits at us. basing their accusa- ~ ; 
tions on allegations that have no 
ground or truth. The purpose of 
this personal attack is well known 
to all, and I have prepared a ! 
detailed and integrated reply to 7 ■ 
these false statements, but I have ~ 
now realised that some elements ^ 
have been trying to sow seeds of 7 
discord in this steadfast country 
and I folly realise the dreumst- -'■< 
ances of this country under the ~ : 
present stage and the serious and ^ 
dangerous responsibility it is now - 
shouldering. In a bid to close all 
side issues that might divert us 
from our basic objectives and 
goals, I have chosen to refrain -^ 
from giving any reply, hoping ... 
that the House's atmosphere will \ 
be characterised with a spirit of " M 
amity and that deputies will focus 
their attention on national issues "" 
and move away from personal • . 
differences and slander. 4*. 


Mr. Speaker, 

Honourable Gentlemen, 

This government does not 
claim to be perfect but it would 
like to affirm that it will remain 
committed to presenting a unique 
performance and accomplishing 
achievements. It will not remain 
passive in the face of the new 
developments and changes, but 
will rather exert its efforts to 
protect the confidence of Parlia- 
ment and people. This govern- . 
ment pledges to remain commit- 
ted to upholding national unity" 
and to working in concert with all 
parliamentary blocs and will be 
open to the public, placing its 
faith in God arid "determined to 
handle the task assigned to it in'* 
this important stage of Jordan’s 
history. 



dhatfPs restraint stem from fear? 


By Zina Hemady 

The Associated Press 


TRIPOLI. Libya — Muammar Qad- 
hafi of Libya has been working 
diligently to change his image 
from madman to moderate, even 
seeking better relations with old 
adversaries in the West. 
Analysts say his motivation 


jar- 
:ap- 
if a 


may be fear, not conviction, 
ticularly after watching what 
pened ro Iraq at the handsj 
L’.S.-led military coalition. 

Mr. Qadhafi took a notably 
restrained position on the Gulf 
crisis, opposing Iraq's occupation 
of Kuwait but demanding an all- 
Arab political solution. 

He has strengthened ties with 
Arab neighbours in the past two 
years and seeks better relations 
with Europe. His government re- 
cently made overtures to Britain, 
which broke relations in 1984 
after shots fired from the Libyan 
embassy in London killed a 
policewoman and wounded 11 
other people. 

As the analysts see it, Mr. 


Qadhafi's change began with the 
U-S. air raid on Libya in 1986, 
which Washington described as 
retaliation for Libyan involve- 
ment in the bombing of a Berlin 
nightclub frequented by Amer- 
ican soldiers. 

After the Gulf war. they say, 
his fears apparently increase J. 

Mary Jane Deeb. a Libya spe- 
cialist at American llniverei , v in 
Washington, D.C., said the Li- 
byan leader is “paranoid” and 
fears the same fate as Iraq. 

“He's telling the world. ‘I'm a 
good guy. don't hit me.*" she 
said. “Every time he feels 
threatened from outside, he be- 
gins to play the staieman." 

To the already long list of 
complaints against Mr. Qadhafi. 
Western media have added re- 
ports that Libya was behind the 
bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 
over Scotland in 1988, which kil- 
led 270 people. Mr. Qadhafi has 
denied it. 

The United Stales has accused 
Mr. Qadhafi of building at least 
one chemical weapons plant. 


Herbert Schuller, a scholar at 
the Centre for Strategic and In- 
ternational Studies in Washing- 
ton. said Mr. Qadhafi fears the 
Lfoited States will use him as a 
"whipping boy.” 

"He's concerned that there is a 
school or thought within the Un- 
ited States government that 
thinks he can serve as a useful 
lesson to terrorism and the prolif- 
eration of non-conventionai 
weapons in the Third World.” 
said Mr. Schuller, who has lived 
in Libya and follows Mr. Qadha- 
fi's activities. 

A Western diplomat in Tripoli 
said on condition of anonymity 
that the Gulf war gave Mr. 
Qadhafi an opportunity to exhibit 
moderation towards the Llnited 
States and other countries of the 
allied coalition, instead of the 
usual vitriol. 

Relations with Arab countries 
.and Mediterranean Europe have 
improved since nations of North 
Africa created the Arab Maghreb 
Union in 1989. 

Mr. Qadhafi's collcgues in the 



M uammar Qadhafi 

group are the leaders of Tunisia. 
Algeria. Morocco and Mauri- 
tania. 

“Being part of a large organisa- 
tion leads Qadhafi to feel more 
secure and more moderate.” Ms. 
Deeb said. “He’s getting credibil- 
ity. It helps moderatp his stance.” 
Libya also achieved better rela- 


tions with Egypt in 1989 after 
years of animosity. 

As the Maghreb Union's presi- 
dent for 1991, Libya has received 
officials of France. Spain , Portug- 
al and Italy to discuss relations 
with member countries. 

The most recent caller was 
Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti 
of Italy, the first Italian head of 
government to visit Libya since 
1978. Mr. Andreotti and Mr. 
Qadhafi agreed to seek imnroved 
relations between Italy and its 
former colony and jointly conde- 
mned chemical weapons. 

About Mr. Qadhafi's signals to 
the British, Mr. Deeb said: “If he 
has good relations with Britain, 
then it is easier to improve rela- 
tions with the United States. 
Then he won’t get hit. His cal- 
culations are very down to 
earth.” 

Edward Taylor, a member of 
the British parliament, visited 
Tripoli in May to collect a letter 
of regret for the death of police- 
woman Yvonne Fletcher and a 
contribution of £250.000 


($425,000) to a fund for widows 
and children of officers. 

In response. . Britain said it 
wanted convincing evidence "that" 
Libya had cut its ties with the 
Irish Republican Army and inter' 
national terrorism. Tripoli re- 
nounced support of ihe IRA. and 
offered to provide Hnformatkro 
about the Irish guerrillas. 

When the British remaTned un' 
satisfied. Mr. Qadhafi lost pati- 
ence and, for the.first time-in j 
months, heaped abuse, on; bbtb.- 
them and the United . Statist 
"To hell with Britain arid refct- 
ttons with .it until tbe day of. 
judgment" tie t<rid a.^ridn of "hK 
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Statements tike, t&at, ribe-:. 
analysts say, ma 
previous show of moderation s4‘: 
pect. . " . . VI", 

“It serves him 

won’t support -the- - 

Mr. Deeb shid. 
serve his purpose, hi 
tome his ’ 

...thing -final with 




■ ■ M 





JORDAN TIMES, SATURBA¥- Jtft 


Crown Prince stresses need to achieve peace 


(Continued from page 1) 

the Israelis, so clearly the lead- 
ership outside the occupied terri- 
tories would have to consider its 
moral support for any such step. 
But whether it is a dotted tine or a 
straight line is the question and 




that) 65 per cent of those territor- 
ies are under occupation. If we 
don't have peace this year I think 
there anil be something unrecog- 
nisable in those territories. So I 
would imagine the PLO mil be 
thinking very seriously about who 
can come forward and I am hope- 
ful at this time. 

Q: It sounds tike you are saying to 
me that this may be our last 
chance, and that this is really the 
opportunity and the time to take 


advantage of it. 

A: Entirely so I think if S10 
billion are going to be spent on 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories we will not have a territory 
to talk about As it is, VS of the 
territories, that is the greater 
Jerusalem areas, (is) excluded 


“vi« [jmw process ana me 
further settlement will mean the 
exclusion of the whole of these 
territories. So now is the time for 
peace and I hope the Israelis 
recognise that it is not our atti- 
tude (that should) be questioned. 
Our attitude is positive, under 
‘enormous pressure mind you, 
and I hope that their position will 
evolve too. 


already to this latest so-called 
breakthrough. Are you optimistic 
or pessimistic about Mr. Baker's 
ability to make them turn 
around? 

A: Well, I have always been a 
pess-optimist. But I think that the 
Israeli attitude has always ques- 


tioned me Arab sincerity, i mime 
now they are on the tine. The 
Arab World wants to see interna- 
tional legitimacy, recognition of 
(a) country’s right to exist and a 
final peace settlement and you 
have to see what die last chapter 
on the Israeli ride would produce. 
I hope it would produce the 
breakthrough to that peace pro- 


absolute truth about his nudear 
facilities. He has not told this 
truth in the past. Do you believe 
he is telling the truth now? Of 
course, if he is not telling the 
truth it will be war again. 

A: It would be a tragedy. You 
have today, according to UN- 


Mubarak suggests reciprocal Arab-lsraeli steps 


Q; The reality is that the Israelis Q: (Iraqi President) Saddam Hus- 
have reacted somewhat coolly sein now says he is tuning the 


under the age of 16 in Iraq. You 
have famine. I hope that those 
facilities will be opened up, as the 
Iraqis have told ns they will. And 
I hope when the Sanctions Com- 
mittee will meet on Monday that 
the partial lifting of sanctions will 
be envisaged so tbat much 
needed aid will go in. 

We have already bad over 
200,000 civilian casualties. I do 
not think the Iraqi people can 
take any more. 


Government’s priorities 


(Continued from page 1) 
translate our promises in the poli- 
cy statement.” 

Minister of Trade, Industry 
and Supply Ali Abul Ragheb 
declared that “serious work is the 
motto of the government.'' 

“We intend to adhere to this 
motto with every seriouness and 
we are not going to relax or allow 
criticism to dampen our spirits," 
he said. 

The question is: will Parlia- 
ment be able to keep pace with 
us?" Mr. Abul Ragheb asked. 

Unemployment and poverty, 
Mr. Suheimat said, will be dealt 
with in the higher context of 
population distribution in the 
country and limiting the exodus 
from rural to urban areas in the 
Kingdom. 

“We have a very strange 
population map that is not justi- 
fied by the way our resources are 
distributed in the Kingdom at 
all," Mr. Suheimat who before 
joining the government served as 
mayor of Greater Amman, 
pointed out. 

According to Mr. Suheimat, 
“only 5.000 square kilometres, at 
best, of Jordan's 93,000 square 
kilometres area are utilised or 
populated in the country.” 

“We will necessarily study 
ways to solve this problem from 
the larger economic, political and 
security spectrum," Mr. 
Suheimat said. 

“We want to establish a 
population depth that will allow 
for industrial and agricultural de- 
velopment," he said. 

Mr. Suheimat linked the prob- 
lem of water shortages in the' 
country to the disproportionate 
distribution of the population and 
development programmes in the 
country. 

He said that while water was 
available in distant areas of the 
country such as Mudawarra in the 
south, and the area between Maf- 
raq and the Iraqi border in the 
east, these areas were not proper- 
ly utilised for agriculture. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb expanded ou 


the government's economic plans 
saying that the government has a 
wide-ranging economic program- 
me aimed at improving the va- 
rious sectors of industry and trade 
as well as services. 

The programme includes 
accelerated work in terms of 
realising projects inlcuded in the 
1991 budget, increased focus on 
industrial production with addi- 
tional incentives for investors, 
cutting down bureaucracy, and 
tax incentives to professionals in 
various fields, he said. 

“Our objective is to set up an 
infrastructure in Jordan capable 
of meeting the needs of the King- 
dom itself as well as those of 
some of the neighbouring coun- 
tries,” be explained. 

The government plans to set up 
new industrial and trade free 
zones in addition to expanding 
existing facilities, he said. 

According to Mr. Abul 
Ragheb, the government is pri- 
marily concerned with reassessing 
the investment and industrial di- 
mate in the country in a manner 
which would have positive results 
in addressing unemployment and 
poverty. 

“We are thinking of ways in 
which we could support the eco- 
nomy in Jordan vis-a-vis other 
Arab countries, induding Iraq, 
after the sanctions gainst Iraq are 
lifted," Mr. Abul Ragheb said. 

The centre-piece of the govern- 
ment’s economic programme, I 
Mr. Abul Ragheb said, is a 
national economic conference 
with the participation of all sec- 
tors of the economy with a view 
to coining up with comprehensive 
programmes which will contri- 
bute to eliminating all negative 
elements and setting up a growth- 
oriented national course. 

“We intend to listen carefully 
to what every side in our eco- 
nomy has to say and offer what 
we can to address their grie- 
vances, said Mr. Abul Ragheb, 
himself a businessman who 
headed the Jordan Contractors 
Assodation for several years. 


U.N. inspectors leave Iraq 


(Conthraed from page I) 

uuranium, while the IAEA in- 
spectors said that Iraq had the 
technical capability to produce up 
to three kilogrammes of highly 
.enriched uranium. 

Mr. Brix declined to speculate 
on bow close Iraq might have 
been to produdng a nuclear 
bomb. 

A resolution adopted by the 
IAEA board expressed “grave 
concern about the evident decep- 
tion and obstruction of IAEA 
inspectors in their efforts to cany 


out the Security Coundl’s man- 
date.” 

It condemned “this non- 
compliance by the government of 
Iraq with its safeguards agree- 
ment” and called on Iraq “to 
remedy this non-compliance 
forthwith.” 

British Prime Minister John 
Major told parliament Friday 
Iraq must* eliminate its nudear 
plants or the Western allies will 
do so. 

Mr. Major has repeatedly said 
be could not justify a weakening 
of United Nations sanctions 1 


Confidence vote — another step 


(Continued from page 1) 
himself). 

— 10 from the 13-member 
Constitution Bloc; 

(Atta Shah wan, Thouqan Hin- 
dawi, Abdul Raouf al Rawabdeb, 
Issa Rimoni, Jamal Haddad, 
Abdul Majid Shreidefa. Marwan 
Al Hmoud. Sultan Al Ad wan, 
Fawaz Tuaimeh and Ibrahim 
Ghababsheh. 

(Hussein Mjalli and Jamal 
Saraireh voted against the gov- 
ernment; the 13th member is Mr. 
Mbddeen, who abstained); 

— All nine votes of the Demo- 
cratic Bloc; 

(Fares Nabulsi, Mansour 
Murad, Fakbri Kawar, Moham- 
mad Fares Tarawneb, Issa 
Mdainat, Bassam Haddadin, 
Abdul Karim Dughmi, Deeb 
Marji and Husni Shiyab). 

— Six Islamic independents; 

(Mohammad Alawneh, Abdul 
Salam Freihat, Awni Bashir, Atef 
Btoush, Mahmoud Huweimel 
and Mutir Bustanji). 

— Two from the four-member 
Libera] Bloc; 

(Mohammad Abu Oheilem 
and Saad Haddadin voted in 
favour, and Ahmad Annab and 
Mohammad Arar voted against); 

— Two independents (Jamal 
Khreisheh and Nayef Abu 
Tayyeh) 

— One independent nationalist 
(Salim Zoubi) 

Voting agianst the government 
were: 

— 23 members of the Muslim 
Brotherhood; 

(Abdul Latif Arabiyat (wbo is 
also speaker of the House), 
Abdul Aziz Jabcr, Majed Khali- 
fa, Abdul Munem Abu Zant, Ali 
Hawamdeh, Hamza Abbas Man- 
sour, Hammam Sa’id, Moham- 
mad Abu Fares, Daoud Kojak, 
Ahmad Qteisb Al Azaideh, 
Abdul Hafiz Aiawi, Ahmad 
Kofahi, Abdul Rahim Akour, 
Kamel Omari, Yousef Khasaw- 
neh. Ibrahim Khreistat, Ahmad 
Kofaween, Yousef AJ Adbem, 
Deeb Anis, Mohammad Al Haj, 
Ziad Abu Mahfouz, Abdullah 
Akayleh .and Fouad Khalafat). 

— Four independents (AH Fa- 
qir, Yaqoub Qarrash, Leith 
Shbeilat and Ahmad Oweidi Al 
Abbadi); 

— Two from the Constitution 
Bloc (Hussein MjalJi and Jamal 
Sarareih; and 

— Two from the Liberal Bloc 
(Ahmad Annab and Mohammad 
Marar). 

The outcome of the voting in 
tiie House was rather expected 
since earlier in the week, when it 
became clear after some uncer- 
tainty that most members of the 
Constitution Bloc — which was 
formed Sunday — would vote in 
favour of the government. 


But Mr. Masri faced the big- 
gest test whether the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which refused to 
join the government and 
announced its decision to oppose 
it in the House, would be able to 
swing 18 votes from its sympathis- 
ers during the final days of debate 
and muster the required 41 “no" 
votes to deny the government 
confidence in Parliament. 

Members of the Constitution- 
Bloc denied suggestion that their 
“shift" in favour of the govern- 
ment came after a meeting His 
Majesty King Hussein held with 
them Tuesday. 

“Our decision to let individual 
deputies decide for themselves 
whether or not to vote in favour 
of the government was taken 
Monday evening, at least 12 
hours before our meeting with 
His Majesty,” said one member 
of the bloc. “Furthermore, it was 
the bloc which requested an audi- 
ence with the King,” he added. 

Thursday’s voting, which came 
in the afternoon, followed 
speeches by five deputies — mar- 
red by a scuffle involving Islamist 
deputies and liberals — and a 
reply to the House by Prime 
Minister Masri. 

The dispute on the House floor 
was toadied off when Islamist 
deputy Ali Faqir, who served as 
minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs in the government of 
Mudr Badran from December 
1989 to January 1991, took the 
podium to counter remarks made 
one Hay earlier by Qassem 
Obeidat, who also served m the 
same government during the 
same period. 

Earlier at the House session, 
Dr. Faqir said that be was '‘de- 
ceived 1 ' into joining the Badran 
government and was the target of 
“conceited” campaign by his col- 
leagues in the cabinet who 
wanted him to quit. 

Commenting on these remarks, 
Mr. Obeidat said that if Dr. Faqir 
had felt “deceived” why did he 
choose to continue in the cabinet,. 

Dr. Faqir, an eloquent speak- 
er, countered Thursday that he 
chose not to quit the government 
since his Islamic belief was that 
he should continue to serve in any 
post as long as he felt he could do 
so with sincerity and efficiency. 

He said he would have prefer- 
red to have the head of govern- 
ment dismiss him from the 
cabinet rather than submitting a 
resignation. 

The ex-minister went on to 
refer to details of cabinet sessions 
but immediately ran into opposi- 
tion from deputies who pointed 
out that deliberations of the 
council of ministers were sup- 
posed to be classified information 
and he was not supposed to dis- 
cuss them in public. 


(C ontinued from . page 1) 
notes, talk with participants if 
asked and report back to the 
secretary-general. 

Mr. Mubarak, who visited 
Damascus Wednesday, a day be- 
fore Mr. Baker, said he did not 
discuss his confidence-building 
proposal “very dearly that way” 
with Mr. Assad but added: “If 
Arab states find Israel responds 
to suspension of building settle- 
ments on occupied territories, I 
think they will go through (with) 
suspension of the boycott.” 
Asked whether Israel can con- 
sider the exchange idea a firm 
offer or merely a proposal, the 
president said: “I believe that the 
response from the Arab World 
will be positive.” 

The G-7 suggested such an 
exchange of confidence-building 
measures in the communique that 
ended their summit in London 
this week. 


Israeli officials denounced the 
idea on ground that the two 
subjects cannot be equated. 

Mr. Baker said Mr. Mubarak's 
suggestion “is evidence of the 
desire of Arab states to reconcile 
with Israel and should give a 
boost towards direct negotiations 
(that) we hope will follow the 
peace conference.” 

But he said Israel has not told 
the United States it would re- 
ciprocate an Arab suspension of 
the boycott. 

Mr. Mubarak said this week he 
expects a peace conference to be 
convened this year. On Friday, 
he said he was willing to host such 
a conference, or to go anywhere 
else to answer a U.$. invitation to 
one. 

Mr. Baker said “we have a way 
to go” before that happens.” But 
I must say the suggestion Presi- 
dent Mubarak made here this 
afternoon with respect to mutual 


confidence-building measures can 
only be positive in terms of creat- 
ing a better dimate for negotia- 
tions," he said. 

Daring iris Middle East tour, 
his fifth this year, Mr. Baker also 
is going to Saudi Arabia Saturday 
and Jordan on Sunday before 
ending it Sunday in Israel with 
the difficult job of persuading the 
Israelis to go along. 

On Saturday, he also is meet- 
ing the foreign minister of Leba- 
non, which as a front-line state 
bordering Israel also would sit in 
any peace conference. 

President George Bush said 
Syria's acceptance of his propos- 
al was “very encouraging." Mr. 
Bush, in Greece as Mr. Baker 
pursued his shuttle diplomacy, 
said reports from Mr. Baker were 
“all positive so far.” 

However, Israeli Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens predicted 
that Mr. Baker’s latest peace 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AM) 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 



The first* bed 
- Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

IstCirde, Jabal Amman, near 
' Ahliyyah Girts School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 - Midnight 

Tel. 6SS96B 


•I. 810605, 810609, 

' '.w. MUM 



f^£K.iNC i 


elegant 
colorful atmosphere 

moderate prices 


jyr Amman’s 
f exclusive gift shop> 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 816214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

V 6:30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

P rofe s si onal Quality in 
1 Hoar Scrvkh 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop aad get;- 


JUMBO photi 
m 30% larger 


Free enlarge - 

mt 20 x 30 cm 


Shmejsani - Opp. Grmdlays 
Bank. Phone; 604042 
Sweficb tel: 823891 




Spetial Chinese Foods 

Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Opctf tWWDO Jl 8*0-11 30 daily 


TeL mtB, Amman 



LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 



HIMIHI 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



A Unique A-JStraUanExpCT-ience 

In Jordan 


AU types Of Insurance: 

• MOTOR •MEDICAL 

•HOUSE HOLD -CARGO 

•FIRE •TWa COUPON 

•PERSONAL ACCIDENT • EM3NKBNG 


Jabs! Amman r First Circle 
Td: 610948 Fax: 612948 
Tlx: 27644 AUSTI JO. 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 


Agenfc ell ovsr In worn 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
.O^ox 926487 Am 


The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


IIAItOTEL 

,U2«|i|l= 


Amman -Tel 668 193 
P.O. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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STEAK HOUSE 
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TRAVEL SERVICES 


Daily toors afraid on request to 
the foflowing places: 

PETRA, JERASH 
DEAD SEA 

F6r further information 
please call us: 
*14272 
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* champ heartbroken at 
indent Games swimmin 


SHEFFIELD, England (Agen- 
des) — Anial Jaklys was left 
heartbroken after her dream of 
swimming at the World Student 
Gaines was shattered by a bung- 
ling Lebanese official and stifling 
bureaucracy. 

“It is my first time abroad and 
it was like a dream to swim with 
world champions. To be told I 
could not swim broke my heart,” 
she said Friday. 

“I have been a swimmer for 10 
years and I have been waiting for 
a chance to swim abroad, but 
they won’t even let me into the 
pool to train or see it.” 

Student Games organisers nev- 
er received application forms 
from the Lebanese and their in- 
vitation was sent back marked 
“return to sender — headquar- 
ters bombed." 

“It was the fault of one person 
in Lebanon who handled things 
and did not do them the right 

Johnson 
pulls out 
of U.S. 
Olympic 
Festival 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
U.S. Olympic Festival lost its 
marquee athletics performer 
Thursday when decathlete Dave 
Johnson polled out after one 
event. 

Johnson finished third in the 
100-metre dash and then with- 
drew because of inflamed tendo- 
nitis in his left knee. 

“It's not extremely bad. but it's 
at a point where it could get 
worse if I went on and tried real 
hard today.” said Johnson, rank- 
ed No. 2 in the world last year. 

“I didn't want to go half out. I 
wanted to go full-on hard today 
and I'm just not able to do it. So I 
thought rd better back off and 
save that knee for the World 
Championships.” 

Athletics, diving and gymnas- 
tics all began Thursday, the sixth 
day of the festival. The competi- 
tion concludes Sunday. 

Johnson said the knee began 
bothering him during training 
Monday and worsened when he 
ran the 100 metres. He bad been 
examined by a doctor Wednesday 
and was told not to risk further 
injury if be felt more pain during 
the competition. 

Before die meet. Johnson had 
said he was basically training 
through it while be works toward 
tiie world championships. The 
fact the meet was being held at 
UCLA, just an hour from where 
he trains, also contributed to his 
decision to attend. 

'.“It's really disappointing,” he 
said. “I wanted to come out and 
have fun and really turn on the 
decathlon for L.A. here , get 
them to watch it and watch me do 
my thing. I was really excited to 
do that.” 


way,” said Jaklys, a 21-year-old 
business management student. 

She began training for the 
games when peace finally came to 
war-tom Lebanon. “It was hard 
to train during the wars, but I 
have been training for these 
games for a year.” 

Swimming organisers at the 
games refused to let the seven 
Lebanese swimmers enter, saying 
they were too late despite arriv- 
ing two days before the competi- 
tion began. 

Reluctantly the swimmers, who 
run as part of their training, 
agreed to complete in the athletics 
instead. 

Jaklys runs in the 'heats of the 
<100 metres Saturday but does not 
expect to do very well, although 
she completed at the distance at 
the Lebanese University Games 
last year. 

“I think this is a very bad idea 
because I came here to swim. I 


have trained hard and physically 
it will be difficult. 

“Emotionally and psychologi- 
cally it is worse. I am upset and 
disappointed. It was not what 1 
was expecting as a reward for my 
efforts.” 

Meanwhile North Korea's Li 
Gyong Hui won the all-around 
competition in rhythmic gymnas- 
tics at the World University 
Games Thursday while con- 
troversy rolled around the arena 
over point deductions for skimpy 
leotards. 

Li outpointed countrywoman 
Li Suk Yong 35.65 to 35.40 for 
the gold medal. 

But the competition was over- 
shadowed by uncertainty over 
penalties handed out by the 
judges because they considered 
the leotards too revealing. 

In what appeared a first-time 
crackdown on gymnasts' apparel. 


five women competitors received 
a 2/10ths of a point deduction 
when their outfits were judged 
impr o p er Wednesday. 

On Thursday, one judge indi- 
cated die number had increased. 
Twenty-eight deductions in all 
have been taken during the two 
days of competition so far. 

The swimmers had a rest day 
Thursday and the first diving 
medal was expected in the one- 
metre men’s springboard. 

Some 5.500 competitors from 
111 countries — the largest field 
outside of the Olympics — are 
contesting 11 sports, track and 
field, swimming, diving, vol- 
leyball, basketball, gymnastics, 
fencing, soccer, tennis, water 
polo and field hockey. 

In gymnastics, judges are not 
required to give explanations for 
penalties, though one said as 
many as half may have been 
taken for reasons of attire. 


Iranian, Saudi clubs draw in friendly 


RIYAHD (AP) — Behrozi of 
Iran's defence held A1 Hilal of 
Saudi Arabia to a 0-0 tie Thurs- 
day in the first game the Muslim 
nations have played on either 
country's soil since Iran's Islamic 
Revolution in 1979. 

The clubs are to play ggain in 
Tehran on Aug. 2 in their second 
game of the semifinals of the 1991 
Asia Gub Cup Soccer Cham- 
pionship. The winner will play 


Muhanak of Bahrain in the fin- 
als. 

Behrozi relied on rapid pat- 
terns and fluid play, while the 
more methodical Saudis 
stonewalled their efforts with 
some fine midfield possession 
play. 

Behrozi’s strongest shot on 
goal came in the 40th minute, 
when a 35-metre strike by Masir 
Kbani rocketed over the Hilal 


defence but was blocked by goal- 
keeper Khaled A1 Bayl. 

And despite repeated down- 
field runs by Hilal midfielder 
Abbas A1 Hazloul, the Saudi 
efforts were blocked at the Ira- 
nian goal. Midfielder Muham- 
mad Bengali was called on often 
to reinforce the flagging Behrozi 
backline. 

The slow-paced game was 
marked by largely dean play. 


Spaniard leads in Tour de France 


VAL LOURON. France ( AP) — 
Miguel Indurain of Spain diinbed 
into first place in the Tour de 
France after a mountain duel with 
Gaudio Chiappucd Friday that 
pushed two-time defending 
champion Greg Lemond further 
down in the standings. 

Chiappucd won the final sprint 
m Friday's 13th stage after he and 
Indurain raced alone over the last 
50 kilometres and two mountains. 

Four rough climbs, two ending above 


1,700 metres, marked the 232- 
kilometre leg from Jaca, Spain 
back into France and concluded 
with a 10-kilometre uphill stretch. 

The leading pair pulled away 
from a small group that followed 
them after their initial attack. 
Lemond was amongst the trailing 
group, leading an attack midway 
:hrough the stage but then falling 
back. He finished ninth, more 
than seven minutes behind 
Chiappucd and Indurain. 


Indurain took the overall lead 
from Chariy Mottet of France, 
■who finished fifth Friday. 

Gianni Bugro of Italy made a 
late charge and was third behind 
Mottet in the overall standings, 
about three minutes back with 
Lemond unofficially fifth more 
than five minutes behind. 

The cydists return to flat stages 
on the weekend with the 14th 
stage Saturday a 172-kilometre 
leg from St. Gaudens to Castres. 


Seles successful in return to tennis 


MAHWAH, New Jersey (R) — 
Monica Seles missed Wimbledon 
but she has her eyes set now on 
next month’s U.S. Open. 

Seles dedared herself fit and 
ready to make an assault on a third 
Grand Slam title this year after 
scoring a victory on Thursday in 
.her first court appearance since 
withdrawing from Wimbledon due 
to leg injuries. 

The 17-year-old Yugoslav dis- 
played her usual punishing 
ground game and an improved 
serve in demolishing American 
Andrea Leand 6-0 6-2 in a 
second-round match at the Path- 
mark Gassic, a $150,000 exhibi- 
tion tournament. 

“The pain is gone and that’s 
the most important thing,” de- 
clared Seles, whose last competi- 
tive match was on June 10 when 
she beat Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
of Spain in the French Open 
final. 

Seles, who also won the year’s 
first Grand Slam, the Australian 
Open, went into hiding while' 


seeking medical advice for what 
turned out to be shin splints and a 
Stress fracture in her left leg. 

Now Seles is setting her sights 
on the next Grand Slam. 

“My biggest priority now is the 
U.S. Open. I would like to peak 
for that tournament. I didn't do 
well in it the last two times,” said 
Seles, who reached the fourth 
round at Flushing Meadows in 
1989 and was ousted in the third 
round last year. 

Seles moved confidently along 
the baseline against Leand and 
showed no signs of the injury that 
caused such a furore when she 
dropped out of .Wimbledon on 
the eve of the championships. 

“It was a good match and I was 
a little surprised that I was as 
sharp as I was," said Seles, who 
took over the number one world 
ranking from Steffi Graf last 
March. 

“My serve is stronger and that’s 
because I've been working on my 
upper body strength,” said Seles, 


who belted five aces. 

Leand, ranked 146, was im- 
pressed with Seles's play. 

“She played as' well as she did 
against me in the German 
Open,” said the former top-15 
player. Last spring Seles also 
dropped only two games to 
Leand, winning that second- 
round match in Hamburg 6-1 6-1. 

Seles, who received a first- 
round bye. will face American 
Jessica Emmons -in the quarter- 
finals. 

Seles, in her fiist television 
interview since her surprising and 
rumour-shrouded pullout from 
last month's Wimbledon tourna- 
ment, said Wednesday that shin 
splints and a stress fracture in her 
left leg caused the withdrawal. 

Interviewed on ABC Televi- 
sion’s Good Morning America, 
the 17-year-old Yugoslav denied 
a rumour that financial incentives 
connected with being the top 
ranked women's tennis player in 
the world led to her withdrawal 
from Wimbledon. 


“ How do I love 
thee?” he said. 


“Let me count 
the ways. ” 


Five, ten, fifteen, 
twenty...” 
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Stich 

defeats 

Sanchez 

STUTTGART, Germany (AP) 
— Wimbledon champion Michael 
Stich beat Spam's Javier Sanchez 
6-3, 6-3 Thursday in the $1 mil- 
lion Mercedes Cup Men’s Tennis 
Tournament. 

Stich, 22, dominated the match 
with slashing backhands and pas- 
sing shots to overpower Sanchez 
in 69 minutes before a sold-out 
centre-court crowd of 5,000 at 
Stuttgart’s Wiesenhof Stadium. 

“My recipe is relaxed play,” 
said the top-seeded German star. 

“I’m having fun. I never had 
the feeling today that 1 could 
lose. I was always the better 
player.” 

Stich will face Richard Kra- 
jicek of the Netherlands in the 
quarterfinals. “I needed four sets 
against him in Paris. He’s good 
on clay,” said Stich of the un- 
seeded Krajicek. 

Krajicek upset Horst Scoff of 
Austria 6-3, 6-4. Scoff was seeded 
number nine. 

In other action, unseeded Lars 
Kowlowski of Germany upset 
second seed Guy Forget of 
France 7-6 (7-5), 7-6 (9-11). and 
Goran Prpic of Yugoslavia beat 
Stich’s Davis Cup teammate Eric 
Jelen 6-3, 2-6, 6-2. 

Alberto M&ncini of Argentina 
defeated countryman Guillermo 
Perez-Roldan 6-3, 6-3, and Fran- 
cisco Gavit of Spain upset 1990 
French Open champion Andres 
Gomez of Ecuador 6-3. 6-3. 



Michael Stkh 

Meanwhile Stich was among 
five members appointed to the 
ATP Tour’s Players Committee 
Thursday. 

In addition to Stich, Brad Gil- 
bert and Todd Witsken of the 
United States, Martin Jaite of 
Argentina and Amilio Sanchez of 
Spain were* appointed. Their 
terms on the committee run until 
1992. 

The players join the 10-man 
committee, which advises the 
ATP Tour's directors on matters 
dealing with the professional ten- 
nis tour. 

Stich, 22, beat three-time 
Wimbledon champion and coun- 
tryman Boris Becker this month 
at the All-England Tournament. 

The win jumped Sticb up the' 
world rankings ladder to no. 4. 
At the end of 1990, Stich was still 
ranked no. 42 in the world. 


McEnroe falls to Herrera 
at Washington tournament 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
A lethargic John McEnroe bowed 
out to the quickness and desire of 
19-year-old Luis Herrera 3-6 6-2 
6-2 in third-round action Thurs- 
day at the $600,000 Washington 
Gassic Tennis Tournament. 

“I just didn't have it, the natu- 
ral energy I usually have. I don’t 
know why,” said the second- 
seeded McEnroe.” I felt flat- 
footed, and I took myself out of 
tfae match. I beat myself — it's a 
terrible feeling, but that's the 
reality." 

Numerous McEnroe errors 
gave the Mexican, ranked 110th. 
the confidence to go for his shots. 

After breaking in the first game 
of the second set^ thanks to a 
McEnroe double fault, the 
diminutive lefthander charged 
through the set to take it 6-2. 

McEnroe's fate was sealed ear- 
ly in the third set, as Herrera 
ripped a service return to break at 
love in the first game. He raced to 
a 5-2 lead after breaking again in 
the seventh game, and then held 
serve to end it. 

“J was playing much better as 
the match was going on,” said 
Herrera, excited over his best 


career win. “It's tough for him to 
come out and play well every 
match, but it's still McEnroe." 

Andre Agassi, the top seed and 
defending champion, easily beat 
20-year-old Gluck Adams 6-2 
6 - 2 . 

“My goal was to put him away 
as quickly as posable. I was 
focused tonight, that's all,” he 
said after his 56-minute win. 

Two upsets marked the day's 
play. Petr Korda, the 12th seed 
from Czechoslovakia beat fifth- 
seeded American Derrick Ros- 
tagno 6-1 6-4, and unseeded Ger- 
man Markus Zoecke ousted 10th- 
seeded American Jimmy Arias 
6-3 6-4. 

Zoecke beat Arias a day after 
defeating no. 7 Aaron Krickstem 
in the second round. Zoecke 's 
opponent in Friday's quarterfin- 
als would be Herrera. 

“I always want to win in the 
first round, and when I looked at 
the draw I thought I had a chance 
in the second against Krickstem, 
and though I had a good chance 
to reach the quarters,” Zoecke 
said. 

He isn't so sure about his 
chances after that. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Morris 



“I put my socks in the hamper. I 
knew you wouldn’t believe me, 
so I videotaped it.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
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IF IT WORKS. STICK WITH IT 




North-South vulnerable. East 
deals. 

NORTH 

♦ KQflB 
TK J 9 4 
: A 9 7 6 

* 8 

WEST EAST 

* 7 6 * 9 2 

r A 8 6 ?Q10 5 

Q 8 ; 10 5 3 

* K J 10 6 3 24 A Q 7 5 4 

SOUTH 
♦ A J 10 4 3 
r 7 3 2 
' K J 4 2 
+ 9 

The bidding: 

East South West North 

Pass Pass 3 + Dbl 

B * Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: King of * 

The recent Fall North American 
Championships, held in San Fran- 
cisco, was the fourth-largest in the 
history of the event. This defense 
from one of the two premier events, 
*he Blue Ribbon Pair Champion- 
ship, tickled our fancy. 

Sitting West was Larry Mori of 
Balls ton Lake, N.Y. Since Ids part- 
ner was a passed hand and he did 
not hold much in the way of defense, 
he elected to take advantage of the 
vulnerability to preempt with three 


dubs. North’s double was automatic 
and East. Rick Zucker of Tarry- 
town. N.Y., increased the preempt 
by leaping to five clubs. That did not 
deter South from competing with 
five spades. 

West led the king of clubs in an 
effort to get a look at dummy before 
deciding how to defend, then shifted 
to a low heart Declarer had no idea 
how (he cards lay and took the nor- 
mal finesse of the jack, losing to 
East's queen. 

Back came a trump. Declarer 
cleared the enemy trumps, then 
cashed the ace of diamonds and fi- 
nessed the jack. In with the queen. 
West underled the ace of hearts 
once more and declarer, not surpris- 
ingly, chose to finesse the nine. 
East's ten won. and there was no 
reason not to return a heart When 
declarer had to follow. West's ace 
became the third undertrick. The 
300 East-West gained for this effort 
gave them a top score. 

Given West’s deceptive opening 
lead, which looked to all the world as 
if it was from an ace-king combina- 
tion. we too might have suffered 
such an ignominious defeat. We 
wonder if there were any other 
North-South pairs who, with this 
combination, took no heart tricks at 
a spade contract. > 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY JULY 20, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll FUghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: De- 
lays and obstacles in effect early 
this morning as the Moon squares 
Jupiter and later this afternoon as 
the Moon squares Mercury don't 
sertledown until late this evening 
as the Moon trines the Sun. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You now find that your partners 
arc in a pretty odd frame of mind 
and you would be wise not to try to 
force them this day to your bid- 
ding. 

TAURUS:' (April 20 to May 20) 
The manner in which you do for 
and serve others determines 
whether or not they remain in your 
life in the future so tty to coordin- 
ate your efforts. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
day to be sure you do listen care- 
fully to whatever advice is given 
about bow you can best renew your 
mind in ideas helpful to your pre- 
sent situation. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You now find that your 
own residence is tbe place to put 
your harmonious ideas and efforts 
rather than in the outside world. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
your moment to avoid that hasty 
driving or careless walking and to 
make a point to so live your life 
that others see you can follow 
accepted pattern. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your own finances should not 
be a concern to you now so get into 


your bookkeeping aiid find out just 
where you do stand . in money 
matters. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have that urge to make 
some very drastic changes but if 
yuu will sit back, life will (to it for 
you and only (he necessary changes 
will occur. 

SCORPIO: (October 23'to Novem- 
ber 21 ) You want to ferret into and 
find out what makes those about 
you tick as xhev do but forget them 
for the moment and undercover 
your own faults. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You now are able to 
show your friends now that you 
have self control and can keep 
from making those .sharp com- 
ments that will hurt others. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Whatever causes you 
to have trouble with an influential 
person should be dropped from 
your life today or you could make a 
big mistake where your reputation 
is concerned. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have so many new 
ideas you want to put them right in 
motion but make sure you do only 
those which approved by wise and 
experienced persons. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You usually have excellent 
hunches but certainly those that 
are yours now require that you do 
double -check them with persons of 
good judgment. 


Look good to feel good. 
Purchase your 


Birth Gera from : 


World Resourses- Dajani & Co. Inc. 
w Jewelers- Gems 

Amman- Rio De Janeiro 
Amman- Amra Hotel- 6th." circle. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
s by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbtea, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. 


AYUG 


RIPEV 


GHURNY 


SMOTED 


Answer here: THE 





1KI THAT FLEABAG 
HOTEL ON GKIP ROW, 
&EI7 ANF BOAKP 
WERE THIS. 


Now aronge the circled tatters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: OZONE TIGER ASYLUM RITUAL 

Answer What some music gets when you're dining at a 
patriotic banquet— A RISE OUT OF YOU 


THE Daily Crossword j.K*ch 


ACROSS 
1 Arduous journey 
S Fingerprint 
characteristic 
10 Playwright 
ConneBy 
u Chest sound 
15 Scamp 
ts MetvWe opus 
IT — Uttsy 

ta Prayer endings 

19 One-man stint 

20 Noon? 

22 Light buto 

holder 

2* Commedla 
den- 

25 Decorate again 

26 Yippee! 

29 Nautical word 

33 S8d song 

34 Zip and area 

35 Classic car 

36 Otvisfon word 

37 Oared 

38 Printing 
<Br action 

39 Patriotic org. 

40 Lesions 
4t Gaggle 

members 

42 Stem control 

44 Made better 

45 Kind of chair 

46 Telescope part 

47 Purchased 
5OPk0neBke 

54 Spicy stew 

55 BriUiance 

57 Amerind 

58 Without water 

59 Stir up to action 
80 Pour down 

61 Finished 

62 Scornful 
expression 

63 Building 
extensions 

DOWN 

1 Adam 

2 Have standing 
. 3 Famed tones* 

} 4 Bogart movie 

* 5 Specter 
6 "Bon — 
Fpeftmr 


laaaan 


Si»i TiSaraMM* Seniea*. me. 

Ail Rqfn* RnarvM 


7 Molding 
B Brook 
9 Reduced 

10 Kremlin's site 

11 hi frenzy 

12 Function 

13 FooBsh old man 
21 Sahmr 

23 Advantage 
25 Is a passenger 
28 Spyri character 

27 Of an arm bone 

28 Kind of rocket 

29 Went over Ug 

30 Soviet union 

31 Dodger great 

32 Was overfond 
34 Trite 

37 Some chickens 

38 Strand 

40 Former Iran " 
ruler . 

41 Man 

43 Nuftfy 

44 Furnace 
48 Rental 

contract 


Strived: 



48 Table spread 
49 — Bator 
80 Smoke pipe 


EVLaLabbrr 

#V«JC ' 

-‘SSUrges-* 
56 Against 
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Silver 

4.43 
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\)S. Dollar 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6805.15 

1.1545/50 

1.7572 tea. 

1.9775/85 

1.5213/20 

36.22/26 

5.9550/9600 

1307/1308 

136.95/137.05 

6.3580/30 

6.8460/10 

6.7950/8000 

37030/370.70 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Dcutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 



Think Big 


Show: 5:15, &30, I(h30 p m. 


Ninja Turtles 


Shew: 3:30, &AS p.m. 



Gorbachev gets minimal 
aid from Group of 7 


LONDON (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev, his 
minimal aim achieved of securing 
a link between the Soviet eco- 
nomy and the West, returned 
home Friday to press forward 
with the transition to market eco- 
nomies before a sceptical public. 

Mr. Gorbachev said Thursday 
he and British Prime Minister 
John Major laid “the first bricks” 
of Moscow's new cooperation 
with the West in more than five 
hours of talks. 

Mr. Gorbachev looked relaxed 
as Mr. Major announced first 
steps taken since Group of Seven 
(G-7) leaders of the world's rich- 
est nations announced a six-point 
programme of contacts, advice 
and technical assistance — but no 
cash or credits — following their 
annual summit. 

These included expansion to 
£50 million ($80 million) of a 
“know-how fund" to help 
embryonic Soviet private enter- 
prise and the dispatch to Moscow 
by the end of the month of 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Norman Lamont. 

“If all these elements work 
together, I believe the process of 
reform will be more successful 
and give results sooner.” Mr. 
Gorbachev told British Broad- 
casting Corporation television. 

“I think this is why at home 
what has happened will be judged 
as positive,” he added. 

The big boost he received from 
the G-7 leaders could help him 
stand his ground against hardline 
communists who revile the adop- 
tion of market principles as a 
sell-out. 

But initial reaction in Moscow 
exposed the huge divide between 
the radical and conservative 
camps. 

Liberals, who have blamed Mr. 


Gorbachev’s attempt to satisfy 
both sides for the dramatic de- 
cline in production and living 
standards, said he had gained 
nothing from Western leaders. 

Moscow’s Communist Party 
chief said the “bourgeois liberal- 
ism” of market reform had no 
regard for social justice. 

Mr. Gorbachev faces his next 
major confrontation next week at 
a session of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Communist Party 
which he leads. Hardliners are 
expected to launch an assault on 
the party's new social democratic 
and pro-market leanings. 

Mr. Major, as current G-7 
chairman, is to visit the Soviet 
Union by the end of the year to 
monitor the Kremlin's progress in 
implementing reforms — includ- 
ing privatising industry, new price 
structures and overhauling the 
farming sector. 

Some U.S. officials said the 
task before Mr. Gorbachev was 
enormous and suggested the 
Kremlin leadership still did not 
understand the principles of mar- 
ket economics. 

“They understand what is 
needed from a policy point of 
view," U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady said. “There’s 
less understanding of what parti- 
cularly needs to be done.” 

Mr. Gorbachev's subdued 
mood following Wednesday's 
talks prompted widespread spe- 
culation he had hoped to receive 
large credits despite firm state- 
ments by summit leaders in re- 
cent weeks that no new money 
would be forthcoming. 

But a British official said Soviet 
Foreign Minister Alexander 
Bessmertnykh had told his British 
opposite number Douglas Hurd 
the Kremlin leader was satisfied 
with the outcome. 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 


Following is a summary of trading during last week and the previous 
week: 


Dally average 
Total volume 
Total abates 
No. Of co n tract s 


July 13-17 

JD 1,012,634 
JD 4450^34 
1,863447 
3,021 


Sectoral trading: 


July 6-10 

JD 1,011,971 
JD 5,059,855 
1,927,150 
2,882 


Industrial 

JD 2,482^14 

JD 2,759,619 


(593%) 

(54.5%) 

Financial 

JD 1,229,921 

JD 1,638,795 


(30.4%) 

<32^%) 

Service 

(8.8%) 

(10.7%) 

Insurance 

(1.5%) 

(2.4%) 

Share price Index 

132.7 

134.3 

No. of companies 

72 

76 

Price movement (rise) 

6 

14 

(Decfine) 

58 

45 

(Stable) 

8 

17 



TOKYO — Index-related buy and sell progra m mes bounced the 
Nikkei up and down but movement was limited ahead of the 
weekend and with the market’s nerves strained by a string of 
scandals. The Nikkei slipped 42.35 points to 22,866.36. 

FRANKFURT — Shares posted a gain of 0.4 per cent, alter 
uncertainty and a lack of volume had pushed prices lower for the 
preceding three days. But dealers said only technical factors were 
supporting the market. The DAX index rose 5.66 to 1,623.99. 
ZURICH — Shares dosed steady after profit-taking before the 
weekend erased early gams. The SPI tndex ended up one at 
1,129.1. 

PARIS — The bourse ended the week on a flat note but analysts 
said renewed interest in retail stocks showed investors were fairly 
positive about the market. The CAC-40 index edged up just six 
points on the day and 9.25 on the week to 1,763.54. 

LONDON — Shares slid to a lower dose in quiet trade, depressed 
by a downturn on Wall Street. The downturn was limited when 
the Dow held above the 3,000 level in London trading hours. The 
FTSE 100 index closed down 5.8 at 2,541.5. 

NEW YORK — Stocks recouped some losses at midday, with blue 
chips trading around Thursday’s dose. Die Dow was off one at 
3,015. 
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Kuwaiti banks face debt squee 
low confidence after Gulf war 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's hank- 
ing system faces a severe debt 
squeeze and loss of client confi- 
dence following the Iraqi occupa- 
tion and the Gulf war. bankers 
and economists say. 

The emirate's banks could be 
exposed to between four and six 
billion dinars ($13.6 to S20.4 bil- 
lion), about the level of their total 
deposits, because of long- 
standing debts, failure to collect 
on loans, a fall in the speculative 
value of their stock and capital 
flight, they say. 

Only the guarantee of central 
bank support is likely to see them 
through. 

“If the banks were left to their 
own devices they might not he 
able to survive." said one local 
banker. “But the government will 
save them unril the crisis is over.” 

Kuwait's five commercial 
banks reopened March 24. three 
weeks after a U.S. -led force 
drove the Iraqis out of the coun- 


With the productive economy 
in tatters and shortages rife in 
every sector, bank customers 
rushed to withdraw their funds. 

The central bank imposed a 
temporary 4.000 dinar ($13,600) 
monthly ceiling on withdrawals 
and foreign currency transfers, 
since cased to 6.000 dinars and 
due to be scrapped alrogether on 
Aug. 3. the day after the invasion 
anniversary. 

By suspending interbank lend- 
ing. which is yet to resume, it also 
imposed de facto control over the 
whole banking system. 

Bankers say capital flight has 
been rampant, especially in the 
first few months after liberation. 
They expea 30 to 40 per cent of 
all honk deposits — estimated at 
around five billion dinars — to 
drain out in search of a haven 
abroad. 

Commercial customers have 
hcen cither unable of unwilling to 


Industrial production 
in China rises by 13% 


BELTING (R) — China’s indust- 
rial production rose 13.4 per cent 
in the first half of 1991. but much 
of the added output is simply 
going into warehouses already 
crammed with shoddy surplus 
goods, the State Statistical 
Bureau has said. 

The bureau, quoted in the offi- 
cial press, said China churned out 
goods worth 1.13 trillion yuan 
(S211 billion) between January 
and June — thanks in part to 
Beijing's efforts to prop up flag- 
ging state industries with huge 
loans. 

“They certainly are producing. 
The Chinese like to see their 
quotas fulfilled said one West- 
ern economist. “The real ques- 
tion is —■ is any of this stuff 
getting sold?” 

China's overall industrial pro- 
duction met its modest state 
target of six per cent in 1990, and 
the government began this year 
vowing that growth would be 
stepped up. 

The Economic Daily auoted 
the bureau as saying the half-year 
' figures represented progress, but 
that serious problems still pla- 
guing the economy could not be 
overlooked. 

“Grcularion is not smooth and 
efficiency is down, which is mak- 
ing the normal development of 
production extremely difficult,” 
the newspaper said. 


Output by light industry, the 
leading edge of China’s economic 
boom during the 1980's, grew by 
15 per cent to hit 550.8 billion 
yuan ($102 billion) while heavy 
industry posted 12 per cent 
growth to hit 326.7 billion yuan 
($60.9 billion), the newspaper 
said. 

Foreign funded firms and pri- 
vate companies, a small but vib- 
rant part of the economy, sailed 
by with output of 70 billion yuan 
(S13 billion), a growth rate of 42 
per cent. 

China's state industries, huge 
money-losers beset by bureaucra- 
tic and supply problems ind 
accounting for about two-thirds 
of overall production, managed 
to boost output by nearly rine per 
cent against a mere 2.9 per cent in 
all of 1990. 

Foreign analysts said much of 
the growth in state industrial pro- 
duction could be attributed to the 
winding down of an official au- 
sterity programme and big loans 
to state industries. 

The China Daily said during 
the fint five months of 1990 
banks provided 25.8 billion yuan 
($4.81 billion) to support the cash 
flow of industrial enterprises — 
more than normal, although a bit 
less than in the same period in 
1990, when many state industries 
were close to bankruptcy. 
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CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT 
PERSONNEL NEEDED 

A leading Project Management Company has vacant 
interesting positions in Construction Management. 
Applicants must be university graduates in Civil or 
Architectural Engineering with adequate experience 
in the Construction Management field. 

Interested candidates are invited to apply with 
detailed C.V. to: 

P.O.Box 830018 
Amman 


A qualified & experienced Lab. Tech, is seeking a job with 
foreign companies and has trie following experiences. 

1- Lab. Analysis. 

- All kinds of water. 

- Urea & by products. 

-Glycols, MEA. 

-Seal & Lub. oils. 

- Crude oil. 

- Melamine & by products. 

-Table salt. sod. hypochlorite. 

2- Chemical Treatments. 

-Cooling towers. Boilers. 

- Desalters. Gas dehydrations. 

-Brine plant. Electrolyses cell plant. 

3- Fleld Trial test & Monitoring. 

• Demulsifiers. Oxygen scavenger. 

-Scale & Corrosion inhibitors. 

- Antifreeze. 

4- Opera ting. 

-Cooling towers. Desalters. 

- Brine & Electrolyses cell plants. 

Please write to: Attention: Mr. Mohd. 

P.O. Box 521303 — Amman - Jordaij 


pay outstanding debts while they 
await government grants to cover 
damage inflicted by the Iraqis on 
their assets. 

“The occupation has affected 
clients’ ability to meet their 
debts." central bank governor. 
Sheikh Salem Abdul Aziz A! 
Sabah, said in a recent interview 
with the Kuwaiti daily Al Sevas- 
sah. 

“Psychological factors have 
caused a rush to withdraw bank 
deposits... one cannot conceal 
the grave damage this can cause 
to local banks.” he said. 

The central bank is satisfied ihe 
economy is gaining strength and 
that investor confidence is return- 
ing now that the infrastructure is 
functioning again and food and 
other goods have returned to the 
shops. 

But economists say the banks, 
four of which are state- 
controlled. face a daunting two 
years or more before they can 
funaion anything like normally 
again. 

Senior officials have since the 
liberation repeated that the coun- 
try is overbanked and that the 
government was likely to merge 
some of the banks. But this was 
unlikely before next year. 

The one bank likely to remain 
intaa is the National Bank of 
Kuwait, which remains profitable 
and is largely in private hands, 
bankers say. 

The banks' problems go back 
to 1982 when Kuwait's unofficial 
secondary stock market, the Souk 
Al Manakh. collapsed after a 
wave of speculative buying based 
on post-dated cheques. 

The banks, which had 4ft per 
cent of their investment portfolio 
tied up in the sock, were sti” 
saddled with around !.f- hilli?. 
dinars <$4.5 billion) 01 eebt wrt-r, 
Iraq invaded, Kuwait's leading 
economic thinkiank Al Sha ;| 

si^. 

That exposure has been com- 
pounded by a further four to five 
billion dinars in outstanding 


loans. The head of Al Snail-.' 
Sheikh Jassem Al Saadoun, reck- 
ons they will be lucky to recover 
mere than 1.5 billion dinars. 

Political considerations are also 
weighing heavily on the banking 
sector. After the war the governr 
ment decided 10 write off the 
personal bank debts of ail 
Kuwaitis. 

The banks do not have to foot 
the bill but they still have to. 
forgo interest they would have 
earned. At the same time they 
are obliged to pay out interest on 
certificates of deposit to cover the 
period of the Iraqi occupation.' 

The result. Sheikh Saadoun 
and others believe, is likely to be 
a 50 per cent drop in banking 
sector share prices when Kuwait's 
stock market reopens, probably 
at the beginning of next year. 

Since the banking sector 
accounted for 80 per cent of share 
trading in 1989. the last full year 
before the Iraqi invasion, the 
impact is sure to be felt through- 
out the Kuwaiti economy. 

Economists say the banks can 
only get back on their feet in 
tandem with the rest of the eco- 
nomy. especially the oil sector 
which was crippled by hundreds 
of oil fires. 

But even after oil exports re- 
sume. probably towards the end 
of the year, other sectors crucial 
to the health of the banks are 
likely to remain depressed. 

The real estate market has 
plummeted because the popula- 
tion has fallen from about two 
million before the Gulf crisis to 
Less than one million. 

The government's policy of re- 
ducing the proportion of non- 
Kuwaitis from over 70 per cent to. 
well under 50 per cent means the 
: ''wli'tion is likely to slay low. 

‘ ^ -■ ^.luaiion will stabilise on. 
•:.:t edition — that normal life 
returns to this country.” local 
‘••tnker -aid. 

'"i.,: means no political risk, 
freedom of movement of capital 
and a revival in the productive 
economy." he stressed. 


The Amman Marriott Hotel 

dealt tatgJfe* 
Cocktail Waitresses Wanted 

- Experience in similar field. 

- Must be Jordanian. 

- Command of English language. 

- Ready to work on flexible hours. 


Please apply in person at the Personnel 
Department. 



FOR RENT 

Distinctive Villas — Apartments — Flats 


TYPE 

ASPECT 

Area 

2 bed/F 

Apt. 2nd floor 

Shmeisani 

3 bed/UF 

Villa 

Shmeisani 

2 bed/F 

Root 

Shmeisan; 

3 bed/F , 

Roof 

Sweifieh 

2 bed/F 

Apt. 2nd floor 

Rabia 

3 bed/F | 

Semi-Villa 

Sweifieh 

3 bed/UF 

Roof 

Jabal Amman 

4 bed/UF 

Semi-Villa 

Abdoun 

2 bed/UF 

Apt. 1st floor 

Jabal Amman 

3 bed/UF 

4 bed/UF 

Ground floor 
Ground floor 

Jabal Amman 
Jabal Amman 

3 bed/F 

Apt. 1st floor 

Jabal Amman ' 

2 bed/F 

Semi-Villa. 

Jabal Amman j 

3 bed/F 

Apt. 

Abdoun 

3 bed/UF - 
7 bed/UF 

Ground floor 
Villa 

Abdoun 

Abdoun 

4 bed/UF ' 

Villa 

Shmeisani 

2 bed/ 

Apt. 3rd floor 

Shmeisani 

2 bed/F 

Roof 

Shmeisani 

3 bed/F 

Villa 

Shmeisani 

3 bed/UF 

Villa 

Shmeisani 

4 bed/UF 


Dahia 

3 bed/F 


Dahia 

/UF 

Ground apt. 

Rabia 

3 bed/F 

Villa 

Sweifieh 

3 bed/F 

Apt. 2nd floor 

Um-Uthaina 


Sensational 

Value/year 


10,000 
10,000 
6,500 
10,000 
6 
13 



5 

7.000 
9 

9.000 

25.000 

17.000 



15.000 

6,000 

12.000 


Rarely available — potentially stunning in 
prestigious locations. 



real estate “R” us 
Just call NIDAL 


Efficiency & Courtesy Combined 
with Quality & Affordability 
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. African forces reported 
aging anti- AN C campaign 


Bush 


Pakistan’s anti-crime 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
— A South African newspaper 
Friday accused army units of mass 
killings of supporters of Nelson 
Mandela's African National Con- 
gress (ANC). 

Police said they were investi- 
gating another newspaper report 
that police had paid $90,000 to 
the ANC's main rival, the Zulu- 
based Inkatha Freedom Part)-, to 
stage rallies and muster opposi- 
tion to the ANC. 

The South African Defence 
Force (SADF) denied a report in 
the pro- ANC New Nation news- 
paper that army special forces 
carried out mass killings last year 
to stir up fighting around Johan- 
nesburg between ANC and In- 
katha supporters. 

The New Nation quoted Felix 
Isais Ndimene. described as a 
former member of SADF spe- 
cial forces, as saying his unit 
carried out massacres on trains 
around Johannesburg last year. 

Mr. Ndimene, a Mozambican, 
said the unit was based near the 
Mozambique border and was 
made up largely of Mozambicans, 
Angolans and Zaireans. 

The series of attacks oc trains, 
buses and bars, including a mas- 
sacre of 26 people aboard a train 
to Soweto, aroused widespread 
suspicion about the existence of a 
trained ''third force" of agents 
provocateurs. 

Mr. Ndimene, who has since 
left the SADF, said that when 
black opposition groups were 
legalised in February 1990. “we 
were told we would now have to 
fight a different kind of war.” 

SADF spokesman Riaan Louw 


Gates is a 
‘subject' ir- 
Iran-contra I 
probe 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
White House dismissed warnings 
that the investigation by Iran- 
contra prosecutor Lawrence 
Walsh might affect its nomination 
of Robert Gates to bead the CIA, 
say legal sources. 

The administration believed 
Mr. Walsh had been crippled by a 
series of setbacks, including his 
failure to prosecute the former 
CIA station chief in Costa Rica, 
Joseph Fernandez, because the 
White House refused to declas- 
sify documents sought by the 
defence. 

“The White House felt it had 
taken the air out of his (Walsh's) 
sails,” said one source. 

President George Bush asked 
White House legal Counsel C. 
Boy den Gray several days before 
nominating Mr .Gates on May 14 
about the state of Mr. Walsh's 
4!£-year investigation, said the 
source who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Mr. Gray knew that Mr. Gates 
had testified before a grand jury 
investigating the diversion of pro- 
fits from U.S. arms sales to Iran 
to the contra rebels in Nicaragua. 

Mr. Gray also new that Mr. 
Walsh had notified Mr. Gales he 
was more than just a witness in 
the investigation — that be was a 
“subject,” meaning that his con- 
duct was subject to scrutiny, said 
a second source. 

The Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee Chairman, Sen. David 
Boren, said he, too, was told by 
Mr. Walsh at about the time of 
the nomination that Mr. Gates 
was a "subject" of the probe. But 
Mr. Walsh also “did not tell me 
that it wasn’t Mr. Gates who 
would be indicted,” Sen. Boren 
told reporters. 

Sen. Boren said be had relayed 
what he learned from Mr. Walsh 
about the investigation's "sche- 
duling and procedure” to the 
White House, primarily in con- 
versations with Mr. Gates* boss. 
National Security Adviser Brent 
Scowcroft. He said, however, 
that be was not consciously acting 
as an intermediary between the 
two. 

But Mr. Gray was also 
cautioned by at least one lawyer 
familiar with Mr. Walsh's inves- 
tigation that the grand jury was 
still hearing witnesses and that 
the investigation could still yield I 
information harmful to Mr. t 
Gates, said the first source. 

"Gray basically ignored warn- 
ings that Mr. Walsh could come i 
back to Dite them,” this source « 
said. 1 

The White House believed that 
Mr. Gates was just one of dozens 1 
of current and former officials i 
interviewed in the ongoing cri- 
minal probe and that the status of i 
“subject" didn't imply he was in i 
any danger of being implicated, i 
said the source. < 

The White House had no im- < 
mediate comment. j 

In an interview, Mr. Walsh 
declined to confirm chat Mr. c 
Gates is a subject or that Mr. r 
Gates had been Informed of his t 
status, r 


said the New Nation report was a 
“blatant lie.” 

In the other report, the liberal 
Weekly Mail, quoting police 
sources and bank documents, 
said Inkatha President Man- 
gosutfau Bathe lezi met security 
police on several occasions to 
discuss ways to shore up support 
for Inkatha after Mr. Mandela's 
release from jail in 1990. 

The newspaper said Dr. 
Buthelezi was aware of the 
money but added there was no 
evidence that he knew it came 
from police. 

The Weekly Mail reprinted 
what it said was a police major's 
memorandum recommending 
that arrangements be made for a 
big rally, “to show everyone that 
he (Buthelezi) has a strong base." 

Inkatha spokeswoman Suzaane 
Vos dismissed the report as a 
“hatchet job deluxe.” 

“Dr. Buthelezi says he has no 
knowledge of any payments of 
this nature," she said. 

The police have denied pre- 
vious ANC accusations that they 
have aided Inkatha supporters in 
fights with ANC supporters that 
have cost at least 5,000 lives. 

The ANC says the government 
favours the conservative Inkatha 
Party because it is sympathetic to 
business and refused to join 
armed resistance to apartheid. 

Senior cabinet ministers are 
attending the Inkatha annual con- 
vention that opens Friday, boost- 
ing speculation that President 
F.W. de Klerk’s National Party is 
considering a formal alliance tr 
help beat the ANC in the first 


n on-racial election. 

ANC selects ‘shadow cabinet’ 

Meanwhile African National 
- Congress leaders Thursday called 
for widespread pressure on the 
government to continue reforms, 
but also indicated some willing- 
ness to compromise. 

The black opposition group's 
leaders, meeting for the first time 
since being elected last month, 
selected a “working committee" 
balanced between those with 
hardline views on ending apar-' 
theid and members of more mod- 
erate views. 

Also Thursday, a newspaper 
published an interview with Nel- 
son Mandela in which the ANC 
president said the group would 
make concessions to get negotia- 
tions started on ending apartheid. 

“We are going on wtfh negotia- 
tions,” Mr. Mandela told The 
Star newspaper. “I am going out 
of my way to tell our people 
publicly that negotiation is the 
only method.” 

The ANC has been boycotting 
constitutional talks with Mr. De 
Klerk's government because of 
charges the government was re- 
sponsible for political violence 
and has delayed releasing politic- 
al prisoners. Mr. Mandela's new 
comments appeared to mark a 
softening of ANC policy. 

The composition of the com- 
mittee. which is intended to act as 
a shadow cabinet to the ANC 
Executive Committee, indicates 
it is likely to support Mr. Mande- 
la’s call for negotiations along 


Khmer Rouge still fight 

artillery war slii.se truce 


DAMNAK SDAU, Cambodia 
(R) — The Khmer Roage (KR} 
•■»*** u rjt.;'cr» 

v/ar in western Cambodia since 
the Pnnom Penh government and 
its guerrilla rivals agreed to a 
ceasefire last month, local com- 
manders say, bat no significant 
infantry battles have broken out. 

“Hie KR is trying to do every- 
thing to save their infantry rather 
than their ammunition Kem 
Sapbin, the Phnom Penh govern- 
ment’s commissar in the area 


behind the frontline told Reuters 
Thursday. 

“! hat is why they keep shelling 
us instead of attacking ns,” he 
said. 

The thud of incoming artillery 
could be heard as he spoke. 

The commissar spoke in the 
remains of a district headquar- 
ters, its roof blown away by 
enemy bombardment and even its 
interior walls pocked by shell 
fragments. 


Soviets are not offended by 
G-7’s response to Gorbachev 


MOSCOW (AP) — Although 
Mikhail Gorbachev came away 
from the economic summit in 
London with less than some 
Soviets had hoped, commenta- 
tors said Thursday the country 
should not feel disappointed or 
insulted. 

“No one is going to give us 
anything simply because they are 
dazzled by the ‘pretty eyes' of 
perestroika, giasnost and free- 
dom of speech." said the Com- 
munist Party newspaper Pravda. 

"When it’s a matter of money 
or credits, self comes first, and we 
have no right to feel offended,” it 
said. 

At the coodusiofl of the sum- 
mit Wednesday, the leaders of 
the world's seven strongest indus- 
trialised democracies pledged 
technical assistance and coopera- 
tion — but not cash or loans — to 
bolster Mr. Gorbachev's econo- 
mic reforms. 

Although the Soviet president 
had not asked for a specific sum 
of money, he made it dear he 
wanted international finandng to 
prop up the ruble during a transi- 
tion to free trading of the curren- 
cy on world markets. 

Mr. Gorbachev appeared dis- 
appointed with the response from 
the United States, Britain, 
France, Italy, Canada. Germany 
and Japan. “We shah find our 
way through this, we shall extri- 
cate ourselves, whether you help 
us or not,” be said Wednesday in 
London. 

At home, however, his trip was 
portrayed as a valuable first step. 
Although the immediate results 
were “more conceptual than 
pragmatic,” the government 
newspaper Izvestia said, "they 
will inevitably give birth to 
others." 

Pravda said the meeting “can 
be compared to the breakthrough 
that occurred in Geneva in 1985," 
when Mr. Gorbachev first met 
Mr. Ronald Reagan and began to 
chip away at the former presi- 
dent's conviction that the Soviet 
Union was an evil empire. 

“That breakthrough was poli- 
tical, this one can become econo- 
mic,” the party newspaper said. 

Mr. Gorbachev did get one 
plum in Loudon: An announce- 
ment that President George Bush 
would travel to Moscow at the end 
of the month to sign a nuclear 
arms control treaty at a super- 
power summit. 

The Group ot Seven leaders 
endorsed Mr. Gorbachev’s eco- 
nomic reform programme, and 
they offered a six-point assistance 
plan. 


It calls for technical assistance 
for the Soviet energy industry, 
food distribution, nuclear safety 
and conversion of defence plants 
to civilian production. 

It also includes “special asso- 
ciation” status for the Soviet Un- 
ion with the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fond. 
And it promises improved access 
for Soviet goods to Western mar- 
kets. 

The radical newspaper Nezavi- 
simaya Gaze la said that even 
before the London session, it was 
dear the G-7 countries would not 
provide money, so they came up 
with a less-tangible programme. 

“Obviously, the leaders of the 
major capitalist countries do not 
want President Gorbachev to re- 
turn empty-handed, for this 
would give the diehards in the 
Soviet leadership a chance to 
declare his talks with the West a 
waste of time,” the newspaper 
said. 

Some officials argued Thursday 
that a massive infusion of foreign 
cash would not, in any case, have 
solved the country's economic 
decline. 

"Just getting credits without 
even knowing what to use them 
for — that's like pouring water 
into the sand of the Arabian 
Desert," said Ruslan Khasbula- 
tov, acting chairman of the Rus- 
sian Federation’s legislature. 

The legislative leader, a close 
ally of Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin, said the Soviet Union 
needs to create the social and 
legal basis for a free market. 

"Then we won’t need to ask for 
anything from anyone,” he said. 
“Businessmen will come on their 
own to invest because they will 
have confidence.” 

The Soviet government 
announced Wednesday that dur- 
ing the first half of 1991, indust- 
rial production fell 10 per cent 
and average real income dropped 
12 per cent, after inflation. The 
State Statistics Committee also 
forecast that the Soviet equiva- 
lent of gross national product 
would decline 4 per cent this 
year. 

Those gloomy figures reflect a 
continuing drop in living stan- 
dards that foreign aid cannot 
solve, said Valery Makarov, direc- 
tor of the Central Economic and 
Mathematical Institute of the 
Soviet Academy of Sciences. 

"I don’t think the refusal by the 
Group of Seven to give any direct- 
credits to our country will change 
anything.” be said. “No Western 
credits can really change the gener- 
al economic situation.” 


with mass action, such as strikes 
and protests, aimed at pressuring 
the government to continue re- 
forms. 

Hie ANC has demanded an 
interim national government and 
a Constituent Assembly that 
would negotiate a new constitu- 
tion, but Mr. Mandela told the 
Star that “if the mutual confi- 
dence is (here it is not necessary 
actually to form the interim gov- 
ernment before we go on nego- 
tiating.'' 

The 20-member committee 
elected Thursday includes Thabo 
MbekJ, considered a moderate;. 
Chris Haiti, head of the ANC 
military wing; Communist Party 
chief Joe SIovo and former ANC 
Secretary-General Alfred Nzo, a 
moderate. 

In a statement on the meeting, 
the ANC reiterated charges that 
the government “had still done 
little" against forces causing the 
chronic violence in black 
townships. 

“A key objective of the ANC 
during the coming period would 
be harnessing the efforts of the 
widest cross-section of onr people 
to compel the South African gov- 
ernment to dear the remaining 
obstacles so that genuine nego- 
tiations can commence as soon as 
possible,” the statement said. 

It also raid the leadership en- 
dorsed the recent ANC national 
conference's call for setting up 
defence committees in embattled 
townships. The government and 
the rival Inkatha Freedom Party 
oppose defence committees, 
saying they could instigate further 
violence. 


600 rebels, 
78 troops 
killed in 
latest 

Sri Lankan 
fighting 

COLOMBO (AP) — More than 
600 Tamil rebels and 78 soldiers 
have died in nine days of the most 
intense combat since the Tamil 
independence drive began eight 
years ago, the government said 
Friday. 

Officials said Friday that gov- 
ernment troops killed at least 
100 Tamil rebels in the latest 
drive to rescue a besieged army 
camp, one of the few bases in the 
embattled north still under milit- 
ary control. 

Fifteen soldiers also were killed 
in the fighting Thursday to relieve 
the Elephant Pass camp, said the 
officials at the Joint Operations 
Command, the centre of the gov- 
ernment's anti-guerrilla opera- 
tions. 

The fighting erupted after the 
rebels of the Libe ratio n Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) tried to 
storm the camp and laid a siege. 

At least 18.000 people have 
been killed in the nine-year-old 
insurgency that grew out of com- 
plaints ’that the majority 
Sinhalese, discriminate against 
Tamils in jobs and education. 

The Elephant Pass camp, 300 
kilometres north of Colombo, 
straddles a causeway linking the 
rest of Sri Lanka with the rebel- 
held Jaffna peninsula. 

The officials said 89 soldiers 
were injured Thursday in close 
combat when troops could not 
use heavy artillery for fear of 
hitting the camp, where about 
1,000 soldiers are resisting the 
rebel siege. 


announces laws provoke furore 

military ISLAMABAD (R) — Tough its powers justly and 

I I 1 1 1 1 lu .1 y new laws to combat rampant ploy them against its 

i t r crime in Pakistan have unleashed Deputy oppositi 

TOl a ston* 1 of protest from the Mohammad Afeal * 
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SOUDA BAY, Greece (AP) — 
U.S. President Bush announced 
stepped-up military help for 
Greece Friday as he toured 
strategic U.S. naval fadHty on the 
Greek island of Crete. 

Mr. Bush flew to Crete after 
touring die Acropolis in Athens, 
where be told reporters that vio- 
lent demonstrations against bis 
visit didn’t concern him and are 
similar to protests be would face 
in the United States. 

Two U.S. frigates will be 
leased to Greece, Mr. Bush said, 
and delivery of 10 F-4E fighter 
aircraft will be accelerated to this 
summer with 18 more in the fall. 
Surplus tanks and artillery from 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) stocks would also 
go to Greece, Mr. Bush said at 
die U.S. Sou da Bay Naval Base. 

The initiatives were designed 
to strengthen U.S. -Greek secur- 
ity and help modernise the Greek 
Armed Forces, the president 
said. 

“Each of these steps reaffirms 
the dose and critical defence 
relationship with our valued 
NATO ally,” Mr. Bosh said, 
“and our support for Greece 
security anil not waiver.” 

Accompanied by Greek Prime 
Minister Constantine Mitsotakb, 
Mr. Bush toured the U.S.S. De 
Wert and tbe Greek frigate Lim- 
nos. 

Mr. Bush also thanked U.S. 
and Greek soldiers on tbe base 
for contributions to the allied 
cause in the Gulf war. 

“Greece stood with us from the 
very first moment of Desert 
Shield to the final victory in 
Desert Storm,” Mr. Bush said, 
calling Greece a “key member of 
our coalition.” 

“Day after day, Souda Bay was 
called upon to keep tbe supply 
lines moving. And day after day. 
Souda bay did its duty with dis- 
tinction,” tbe president said in 
recognising one of tbe major 
supply facilities for tbe Gulf war. 

lire airfield near the huge 
Souda Bay facility is the primary 
departure point for U.S. recon- 
naissance frights that keep track 
of Soviet ship movements in the 
Mediterranean. 

Demonstrators in Athens 
Thursday threw firebombs into 
two banks and an American Ex- 
press branch and burned public 
buses as police fired tear gas 
grenades to break up about 2,000 
students and others who marched 
down Athens’ main boulevard. 

Mr. Bush, as he toured the 
Acropolis in shirtsleeves Friday 
morning, said he didn't see any of 
the protest and spent a “tranquil 
and very, very pleasant,” even- 
ing. He slept at tbe U.S. ambas- 
sador’s residence. 

“Any place an American presi- 
dent goes, whether in Chkago, 
Dallas, San Francisco, New York 
or Athens, we’re bound to stir up 
a little interest,” he told repor- 
ters, "but that’s some of what 
democracy is all about.” 

“It doesn't concern roe one bit. 
This goes with the territory,” Mr. 
Bush said to reporters. He said it 
was "people letting go... to say 
what they think, tile same way 
they do it in our country.” 
Later. Mr. Bush spoke to a 
breakfast meeting of tbe Greek- 
American Chamber of Com- 
merce, praising Mr. Micsotakis’ 
efforts to reduce government 
bureaucracy and “get the eco- 
nomy on a growth path.” 

The demonstrators protested 
Mr. Bush's visit and demanded 
U.S. action expelling Turkey 
from Cyprus. 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Tough 
new laws to combat rampant 
crime in Pakistan have unleashed 
a storm of protest from the 
opposition, who Friday accused 
Prune Minister Nawaz Sharif of 
virtually reimposing martial law. 

Opposition leaders said the 
government would, use the mea- 
sures to damp down on its politic- 
al foes as well as “dacoit” bandits 
who have gone on a spree of 
robberies, murder and kidnap- 
ping in recent months. 

Parliament's hasty passage of a 
constitutional amendment Thurs- 
day night marked a black day in 
Pakistan’s history, said Salman 
Taseer, information secretary of 
ousted Premier Benazir Bhut- 
to's Pakistan People's Party 
(FPP). 

“The move amounts to usurpa- 
tion of people’s rights. It is a new 
ctvfl martial law,” be tokl Reu- 
ters. 

Tbe dacoits appeared uncon- 
cerned. * 

In one of many incidents re- 
ported in Friday's newspapers, 
two men armed with daggers and' 
knives forced their way into a 
businessman’s house in a smart 
district of the capital in broad 
daylight Thursday. 

They escaped with cash, valu- 
ables. a televirion and a video 
recorder after threatening to kfll 
bis wife and children if hie raised 
the alarm. 

Mr. Sharif said the new laws 
meant criminals would be 
punished swiftly “at the road 
squares and before the blood of 
the aggrieved dries.”. 

Mr. Taseer said tbe govern- 
ment could not be trusted to use 
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on bases 

MANILA (R) — President Cora- 
zon Aquino said Friday she was 
confident tbe Philippine Senate 
would ratify a new bases treaty 
with the United States but would 
abide by the legislators’ decision 
if they rejected it. 

“I have great faith that tbe 
senators have the best interest of 
tbe country in mind,” she said in 
a statement. “I am hopeful that 
they will ultimately realise that 
tbe agreement as constituted is 
for the good of the country. 

“The executive department 
will make itself available to the 
Senate throughout their discus- 
sions and will abide by whatever 
decision is reached.” 

The treaty needs the votes of at 
least 16 of the country’s 23 sena- 
tors to take effect. A majority of 
the senators have opposed con- 
tinued U.S. military presence in 
the former American colony. 

Under the deal struck Wednes- 
day by Philippine Foreign Secret- 
ary Raul Manglapus and U.S. 
negotiator Richard Armitage. 
Washington will give up volcano- 
ravaged Qark Air Base and re- 
tain Subic Naval Station plus the 
adjacent Cubi Point Airstrip for 
at least 10 years. 

In return, the United States 
will pay about $200 million in 
cash for security assistance plus 
other benefits, which Manila said 
would bring the total to more 
than $800 million annually. 

Senators reacted angrily to the 
accord, saying the cash compo- 
nent was too low and the non- 
cash benefits, including food aid 
and surplus military equipment, 
would have to be negotiated year- 
ly, making Manila appear as a 
beggar. 


its powers justly and would em- 
ploy them against its opponents. 

Deputy opposition leader 
Mohammad Afeal Khan told a 
Thursday night news conference 
that police could now “kill a 
person on mere suspicion or on 
finding a citizen j®t * present at 
the scene of a crime.” 

Ihe amendment, which still 
has to be approved by the npper 
bouse, allows the government to 
set up special courts for speedy 
trials. 

Earlier decrees gave the gov- 
ernment power to hold summary 
trials and for police to shoot on 
right in certain areas. 

Opposition members of the 
National Assembly, in a brief bat 
stormy session Thursday evening, 
twice walked out and stood on 
their seats chanting “shame, 
shame” as the amendment was 
pushed through without debate. 

They accused the ruling Islamic 
Democratic Alliance, which has a 
two-thirds majority in the Nation- 
al Assembly, of bulldozing 
through the legislation in a way 
which undermined Pakistan's 
democratic process. 

Existing anti-crime laws were 
sufficient and the problem was 
lax enforcement, said Pakistan 
Democratic Alliance Secretary 
General Khurshid Mehmud 
Kasuri- 

Robberies, kidnappings and 
murders have increased in recent 
months, especially in tbe south- 
ern province of Sind. 

Mr. Sharif cancelled an official 
visit to Japan earlier this month 
after two mass murders in his 
home province of Punjab. 






... F V 


Conan Aquino 

Senate President Jovito Salon- 
ga said the treaty would face stiff 
opposition in the chamber. 

Mr. Armitage left Manila Fri- 
day for Washington after meeting 
leaders of the Philippine House 
of Representatives. 

House leaders said in a state- 
ment after the meeting they be- 
lieved the agreement “will have 
the majority support of the Filipi- 
no people.” 

U.S. bases spokesman Stanley 
Schrager said he thought tbe 
agreement would be supported 
on Capitol Hill. “I think it’s a 
good deal for the United Stales,” 
be said. 

Meanwhile mudflows thun- 
dered down on villages near an 
erupting Philippine volcano Fri- 
day, burying dozens of aban- 
doned houses, but there were no 
casualties, rescue officials and re- 
sidents said. 

“It was 15 metres wide and 
moving at nearly 30 kilometres 
per hour,” relief officer Major 
Wilfredo Dui ay said, describing 
the avalanche of boulders and 
mud that struck parts of Capas 
town, 90 kilometres north of 
Manila. 

“Luckily, there were no casual- 
ties,” he said. 

Hundreds of people were 
evacuated just before the mudf- 
lows reaching eight feet (2.5 
metres) high swamped portions 
of Santa Juliana, Santa Lucia and 
Balling, small villages in Capas 
Town, Maj. Dulay said. 



Final snag was key to START anti-cheating worries 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
final obstacle to agreement on tbe 
landmark START nuclear arms 
treaty was arcane in the extreme. 
But it held the key to resolving 
the more profound issue of possi- 
ble cheating by either side, 
analysts said Friday. 

The Strategic Arms Reduction 
Talks, or START, treaty that 
President George Bush and 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev clinched in London 
Wednesday includes ways of in- 
specting each other’s arsenals so 
as to discourage cheating. 

But, knowing there is no way 
to actually stop either ride from 
cheating, the negotiators worked 
until the final minutes on a com- 
plex formula for minimising the 
advantage to be gained from 
violating treaty limits on numbers 
of warheads allowed on missiles 
and bombers. 

It appears likely that the U.S. 
Senate will ratify the treaty, but 
critics are almost certain to focus 
on the potential dangers of Soviet 
violations. 

The U.S. negotiating team was 
concerned that the Soviets, in 
developing a new version to their 
existing SS-25 intercontinental 


ballistic missile, might be able to 
manipulate the treaty's warhead- 
counting rules to give them extra 
SS-25 firepower if they chose to 
“break out” of the treaty in a 
crisis. 

Tbe treaty's overall effect is to 
reduce the superpowers' long- 
range nuclear weapons by about 
30 per cent over seven years. 
Nine years in the making, it is the 
first treaty to require absolute 
reductions in this kind of nuclear 
weaponry. 

The SS-25 was a peculiar case 
in the START negotiations be- 
cause U.S. officials believe it 
could carry in flight a greater 
weight of firepower than the 
Soviets have so far declared. 

If that were true, and if the 
Soviets were allowed to declare a 
“new type” of SS-25 without 
making extensive changes, then it 
could serve as a prototype for 
quickly and surreptitiously in- 
creasing the number of warheads 
on the entire fleet of SS-25s, U.S. 
officials believe. 

Not being able to call a slightly 
modified SS-25 a “new type” is 
important, from the U.S. pers- 
pective, because that requires 
that the old version as well as tbe 


new one be counted as carrying 
the higher number of warheads 
(Hi tbe new one. That would, in 
effect, overcount the actual num- 
ber of warheads. 

The key’ to preventing the 
Soviets from making the “new 
type" classification of the mod- 
ified SS-25 was m requiring that 
test flights of the modified ver- 
sion be long enough in distance to 
demonstrate tbe true extent of its 
extra power. 

Going into the Bush- 
Gorbachev meeting Wednesday 
in London, the final disagree- 
ment was over this required test 
flight distance, according to Jack 
Mendelsohn, a former U.S. dele- 
gate to the START negotiations. 
A U.S. government official, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, confirmed that this was the 
sticking point. 

The Soviets wanted the re- 
quired test distance to be 10,000 
kilometres, or 6.200 miles, and 
the United States wanted 11,000 
kilometres, or 6,820 miles. They 
settled on the U.S. figure, Mr. 
Mendelsohn said. 

A related issue settled during 
talks last weekend™ Washington 


between Secretary of State James 
Baker and Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Alexander Bessmertnykh was 
over the number of warheads that 
could be taken off srategic ballis- 
tic missiles and not counted 
against the total allowed in the 
treaty. 

The proposal that this "down- 
loading” be allowed was original- 
ly made by the U.S. side, but the 
Soviets then suggested a higher 
number than was acceptable to 
the Americans. The U.S. concern 
in the final stages was that the 
Soviets would, in a crisis, put 
“downloaded" warheads back on 
their missiles. 

To minimise the potential “re- 
loading” problem, the two sides 
agreed that the reentry vehicles 
that encase (he warheads on the 
Soviet SSN-18 submarine- 
launched ballistic missile and the 
American Minutetnan HI silo- 
based ballistic missfle be modified 
so that withdrawn warheads can- 
not be reattached. • 

They also agreed that on other 
ballistic missiles there cannot be 
more than 500 "free spaces," or 
slots in the reentry vehicles onto 
which withdrawn warheads could 
be ^attached, Mendelsohn said!' 










